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Speech by Ambassador of France to South Africa,  

HE Elisabeth Barbier 

Launch of French Tech Hub in Cape Town, 16 March 2016 

 

- It is a pleasure to be amongst you this evening for the 

launch of this French-South African initiative, the 

French Tech Hub in Cape Town. 

 

- French Tech, as a brand, was launched by the French 

government at the end of 2013 to encourage and 

stimulate the development of start-ups in France and 

make French start-ups visible on the international 

scene. 

  

- These technological start-up businesses have offered 

a real advantage to my country: for the past 6 years, 

France has come out tops in the Deloitte Technology 

Fast 500 EMEA, that measures the number of fast-

growing technological businesses in countries in 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa each year.  
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- Our energy in this regard will keep on growing when, 

at the end of this year, Paris will acquire the biggest 

start-up incubator in Europe – with 1000 start-ups! 

John Chambers, executive chairman of Cisco, an 

American world leader in IT company, recently wrote 

in a French economic journal that “France could be 

the Silicon Valley of tomorrow”. 

 

- French Tech started, in 2014 and 2015, with the 

selection of a dozen French cities that offer a good 

climate for innovative, small start-up ventures. A 

unique characteristic of these start-ups is that they 

have to consider the international environment 

immediately upon starting to develop their business. 

To select foreign cities that could work with the 

French cities part of French Tech is exactly the aim of 

the second phase of “French Tech”.  

 

 

- Cape Town was selected on 29 January this year by 

the French government to be part of this technological 

business network that encompasses 11 foreign cities 

such as New York, Tokyo, San Francisco, London to 

name but a few. The only other African country city 

selected is Abidjan.  
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- As far as Cape Town is concerned, it has been the 

recognition of its international excellence in creativity 

and technological development that drew us here. In 

addition Cape Town is a breeding ground for French 

enterprises and entrepreneurs, thanks to Cap 40, a 

collaborative business platform that unites almost 

1000 people globally involved in Francophone and 

South African business. In the end, Cape Town was 

selected because of its recognition as a local centre of 

excellence that provides key support for technological 

businesses among others Wesgro, Silicon Cape, CITI 

Foundation – some of which are present tonight.  

 

- Thanks to the steering committee of French Tech Hub, 

public and private stakeholders – both French and 

South African - who participated in the long 

application process, will be involved in following up 

and monitoring this innovative and inclusive project. I 

want to thank them all for their involvement in the 

preparation process - which took almost an entire 

year. It is difficult to mention them all, but I would like 

to single out Christophe Viarnaud, chief executive of 

Methys and organizer of Cap 40 – who has been the 

key driver of the opening of this French Tech Hub. 
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- What does it mean in concrete terms ?  

The French Tech Hub in Cape Town will be an 

innovative centre with several functions including 

serving as a business incubator and accelerator, 

organizing events, receiving delegations of French 

business and facilitating the missions of South 

African businesses to France. The business 

opportunities created will be realized in two ways: 

French technological businesses will have an easy 

access to Cape Town, to develop their market in Sub-

Saharan Africa, and South African enterprises will be 

able to take advantage of the good-quality innovation 

environment in dozens of cities involved in French 

Tech.  

 

- I would like to focus particularly on the human 

element in this project which is the driving force of 

this technological economy, in their numbers, and 

rests on the talents of especially young people. The 

French Tech Hub in Cape Town will allow us to 

accelerate exchanges between young developers and 

entrepreneurs between our two countries.  

I am particularly attached to this aspect, as a pilar of 

the lasting relationship between our two countries.  
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- France recently launched an incentive program to 

attract young, foreign entrepreneurs who have either 

an establish start-up business, or a work-in-progress 

venture in their country of origin. This program, called 

French Tech Ticket, is both a financial and assistance 

package, of which the first 50 recipients were 

announced in Paris on March 2
nd

 this year. There were 

no South Africans this time, but, thanks to our French 

tech Hub, I know they could be part of the group of 

2017 when 200 new recipients are selected. 

 

- Finally, I want to underline that the French Tech Hub in 

Cape Town aims to spread to the rest of South Africa, 

notably to Johannesburg – the economic capital of the 

country. We have been in discussions with the 

Department of Small Business Enterprises (through 

SEDA) who are very interested in supporting this 

initiative. We are also in talks with the new French-

South African School of coding launched in 

Johannesburg in January – we welcome their French 

management here tonight.  
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- I would like to thank you for your attention and I now 

hand over to her worship the Mayor of Cape Town, 

Patricia de Lille, whom I thank very warmly for her 

presence. 


