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Africa Day Celebrations- Festival  

Wednesday 25 April 2016, Yeoville 

 

Dear Gauteng Premier, Honourable David Makhura,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear friends, 

It is a great honour and an immense pleasure to be 

with you today in order to celebrate Africa Day.  

As you know, the 25
th

 of May commemorates the 

founding day of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in 

1963, which paved the way for the establishment of the 

African Union in 2000. 

This international day aims at celebrating human 

unity and I am particularly delighted to represent France as 

we celebrate our rights, our freedom and our human 

dignity. We are indeed united in our diversity ! 

I would like to thank African Diaspora Forum for the 

invitation and congratulate its members who have joined 

their forces to mark this important event.  

To celebrate this day, one could not think of a better 

pan-African area than Yeoville: popular, vibrant, and 

colourful, with a strong local identity.  

Yeoville hosts a community of migrants from all over 

the country and the rest of Africa. They find here social 

networks, protection and assistance provided by 

committed civil society organisations, to support them in 

their everyday life challenges. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation_of_African_Unity
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All over the world, migrants, their families, and those 

working alongside, with and for them, are experiencing 

extremely turbulent times today. Because of violent 

conflicts, natural disasters, chronic poverty and inequality, 

the world is currently experiencing the largest 

displacement of people since the Second World War.  

Those who migrate are often confronted with extreme 

and violent conditions, putting their lives at risk. Often, 

once arrived, they feel rejected by the host society and fall 

victim to racism and xenophobia. 

It is therefore central to seek new solutions and 

responses, and to support, protect and advocate for 

migrants and refugees. This raises the commitment of the 

international community and of civil society platforms. 

Last year the UN General Assembly adopted the new 

2030 Development Agenda which recognises that the well-

being, empowerment and human rights of migrants are key 

to development. 

This took place in a difficult international 

environment where, for instance, Europe has been 

confronted for four years now with the arrival of hundreds 

of thousands of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. 

Europe is having to meet some of the same challenges as 

those encountered by many other areas in the world. It is 

important to reaffirm the fundamental necessity to engage 

with all development partners so as to make sure that 

International refugee law and human rights are respected 

at the highest level.  
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Within this difficult environment, the role of civil 

society and local organisations is fundamental when it 

comes to participation and mobilisation in order to support 

social cohesion, social and political change and inclusive 

development. 

France, as Europe, wishes to strengthen quality 

dialogue between civil societies and public authorities on 

the development and implementation of public policies. 

In South Africa, France supports civil society 

organisations through the Civil Society development fund, 

which helps small-scale projects that can contribute to the 

enhancement of human rights and the strengthening of 

local democracy. Since 2013, more than 20 organisations 

have benefitted from the funds.  

I would like, at this point, to specifically acknowledge 

the work of African Diaspora Forum. 

Allow me to come back to 2008, when South Africa 

suffered violent xenophobic attacks. This umbrella body of 

African migrant organisations started its activities in 

Yeoville where the strong networks and the cultural 

diversity brought by migrants limited the violence against 

foreigners.  
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Since 2010, ADF has worked with South African 

institutions at the national, provincial and local level to 

promote social cohesion and integration of all African 

communities, and to resist practices that fuel xenophobic 

exclusion and violence. In their social cohesion 

programme launched in the townships of Gauteng, their 

coordinators from Somalia, DRC, South Africa, Cameroun 

facilitate and develop collaborations and mutual exchanges 

between South Africans and non-South African residents in 

South Africa. They dream of an integrated and 

collaborative society , free of xenophobic exclusion and all 

other forms of discrimination. 

In 2014 the ADF hosted the Global Forum on 

Migration and Development, bringing to South Africa this 

vital space for discussion and policy formulation. 

I also would like to mention Lawyers for Human 

Rights, an organisation that seeks to increase refugee 

access to protection and assistance services through 

information dissemination. The 24 hour service project 

Help@hand looks at expanding the legal assistance and 

counselling of refugees and asylum seekers in South 

Africa. I am sure that representatives of this organisation 

are present today and can give more information for those 

who are unable to access necessary basic services. 

These are just two examples of what South African 

civil society organisations are capable of when it comes to 

consolidating the country’s social fabric.  

I would like to say again a big thank you to all of you:  

artists, speakers, activists and institutions, for the 

organisation of this warm and colourful event that is part of 

a programme that runs until the end of the week. 
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I would also like to invite you all to come on Saturday 

to join us at the Baseline in Newton where a big concert is 

scheduled with the participation of  Vaudou Game, Zonke, 

Oliver Mtukudzi, Songhoy Blues, Waje, Maleh, The Soil, 

Nakhane Toure, Maya Kamati, Tribute Birdie, Haya Samir 

and many others… 

Let me wish you again a wonderful Africa Day 2016 

and I encourage you all to continue advocating for the 

advancement of Human rights in South Africa and in the 

world. 

 

 


