
SPEECH BY HER EXCELLENCY, MADAME ELISABETH 

BARBIER, AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE TO SOUTH AFRICA 

AND LESOTHO AT THE WOMEN IN RESISTANCE/FEMMES 

EN RESISTANCE EXHIBITION OPENING ON STAURDAY, 20 

JUNE 2015 AT THE DURBAN BOTANIC GARDENS.  

 

Hon. Deputy Mayor, Nomvuso Shabalala 

Councillor Loggie Naidoo, (speaker, City of eThekwini) 

Dear Eric Apelgren, International Relations of eThekwini 

Municipality, 

Dr Albertina Luthuli 

Ela Ghandi, 

Coral Vinsen, Amnesty International Durban 

Ivy Cele, 

Carol Brown, 

Gcina Mhlophe, the greatest story teller,  

Dear Parks and Recreation, team and specifically Botanic 

Gardens team,  

 

  



All protocols observed, 

 

Let me first tell you how proud an honoured I am to be with you 

today for this Opening of the Women in Resistance/Femmes en 

Resistance Photo-Exhibition by Pierre Yves Ginet and the 

launch of the Women in Resistance, Durban and KwaZulu-

Natal, Facebook Initiative.  

 

I would like to extend in particular my sincere appreciation to 

the Durban Botanical Gardens, together with the Durban 

Botanical Gardens Trust, as hosts of this important and 

meaningful event. 

 

May I express my gratitude to the eThekwini Municipality, who 

is hosting us in this exquisite place. 

 

I would also like to welcome our honoured guests, as well as 

each and every woman in attendance, who have joined us for 

this celebration of Women (one month in advance !) 

 

  



The Women in Resistance/Femmes en Resistance Exhibition 

has been composed by a French photographer, Pierre Yves 

Ginet, who began his global journey in 1998 upon coming 

across the story of a Tibetan nun, Ngawang Sangdrol, who had 

rebelled against her country’s occupation. Ginet then began to 

explore the globe in order to capture similar everyday actions of 

resistance by women.These diverse stories, often non 

spectacular and seldom covered, resulted in 22 portraits of 

women captured in 22 countries. Indeed, a powerful testimony 

of women’s ability to overcome even the toughest 

circumstances, against all odds.  

  

In the words of Pierre Yves Ginet, “At first glance, these acts, 

which are interlinked and, identically intertwined in time by 

hundreds of women, may seem ordinary, but they form the 

basis of an unalterable desire for life. The very basis of which 

rocks the foundations of oppression.” 

 

So far, the exhibition, has reached three of the Alliance 

Françaises in the Southern African region, Alliance Française of 

Cape Town, Alliance Française of Maseru in Lesotho, and 

Alliance Française of Port Elizabeth. It will later on be received 

by the Alliance Française of Pretoria and the Alliance Française 

of Johannesburg.  

 



South Africa’s History is incredibly rich in strong and 

inspirational female leaders. Alliance Française de Durban has 

decided to integrate into Pierre Yves Ginet’s presentation, an 

ongoing virtual exhibition on the online platform of Facebook.  

The aim is to acknowledge the actions of local women of 

diverse backgrounds who wish to come together in the re-

creation of the portrait of South African women, their 

challengers, their hopes.  

 

This exhibition, we hope, will foster a new but long overdue 

dialogue beyond boundaries and borders.  But change is 

possible only if we work together, it is thus crucial for our men to 

join in this global struggle. Le me quote here a famous 

Hollywood star, Angelina Jolie, special envoy of UNHCR 

(Refugee Day today), who was in SA just a week ago  at the 

African Union Summit dedicated to Women empowerment, with 

a special focus on violence against women in conflict “We need 

policies for long-term security that are designed by women, 

focused on women, executed by women”… “not at the expense 

of men, or instead of men, but alongside and with men.” 

 

With these few words, may I once again welcome you to the 

Women in Resistance/Femmes en Resistance Exhibition. Let 

us enjoy a beautiful morning together. 

Thank you. 


