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Conférences célébrant les 20 ans de la coopération 

franco-sud africaine en archéologie 

(12-16 octobre 2015) 

 

Cocktail à la résidence 

Lundi 12 octobre à 18h 

 

 

All protocols observed, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear guests,  

 

I hope that the first day of your busy week has gone 

well. You are all together again both the participants in 

the archaeology colloquia and those in the European 

AESOP programme. I am delighted that this is taking 

place at the French residence.  
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As I was saying this morning, archaeology is at the 

crossroads between the natural (‘hard’) sciences and 

the human sciences, between science and heritage, 

between research and innovation, between research and 

training and, in this respect, it very much represents the 

objectives that this country has determined – objectives 

in the field of transformation, in the field of scientific 

excellence, in the field of cooperation. France is 

delighted to be able to take part in this, and to be able to 

support these objectives. 

 

But – and the scholars present this evening, even the 

representatives of institutions, can tell me if I am wrong 

– France has also much to gain in this privileged 

partnership: the national heritage of South Africa is not 

only of an incomparable richness (and I am thinking of 

discoveries made just recently involving a real star 

Naledi in Setswana), but it is also the object of quite 

exemplary conservation on the one hand, and study on 

the other hand. I would thus like to express our 

admiration to the institutions involved in conservation 

and preservation, and to the researcher that are bringing 

this heritage to light.  
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Let me pose for one minute to acknowledge the 

presence among us of Dr Webber Ndoro, Director of 

African World Heritage Fund.  

 

As mentioned this morning, prehistory has, for a long 

time now, managed to get us closer and  closer (I am 

thinking of Abbé Breuil), but this convergence has 

assumed its true significance in the last 20 years. More 

than ever, prehistory really is our common history! I 

cannot but express my wish that this cooperation will 

carry on and expand over the next 20 years! 

 

 

I now give the floor to Francis Thackeray and wish you, 

once again, a warm welcome. 

 


