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AFD-ESKOM-EDF signature 

Lundi 23 novembre à 9h30 

 

The € 150M loan: 

 

- Chairman Dr Ben Mqubene 

- CEO Brian Molefe 

-  Martha Stein-Sochas, AFD Regional Director 

- Fawzi Issa, MD EDF 

- Esteemed Guests 

 

-          Today in South Africa, the rate of access to 

electricity stands at about 85%, which means that 

more than 3 million households do not have access 

to electricity. The government has the objective of 

attaining universal access to electricity by 2025 

 

 

-          The government has developed the program 

called INEP (Integrated National Electricity Program) 

to electrify remote villages. However, Eskom needs 

to undertake massive investments in its distribution 

grid so that it can cope with the increased number of 

customers, estimated at more than EUR 2 billion 

(ZAR 30,6 billion) for the period 2013-2018. 
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-          This is why AFD  decided to extend a EUR 

150M loan (ZAR 2,3 billion),  dedicated to financing 

Eskom’s investments in the strengthening and 

modernization of the distribution network in 3 

provinces of South Africa, Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal,  

and Eastern Cape. 

 

 

-          AFD and ESKOM chose these 3 provinces 

because they have the lowest level of electricity 

access in South Africa. 

 

 

-          AFD’s support will contribute to the reduction 

in the inequality of energy access in South Africa.  

 

The partnership support (FEXTE)(Finance Partnership 

Agreement) 

 

 

-          Electricité de France (EDF) and Eskom have 

been partners for more than 40 years, and intend to 

expand their partnership beyond the thermal and 

nuclear sectors. Being one of the largest electricity 
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utilities in the world, EDF has expertise in a large 

range of sectors, including transmission, distribution, 

smart grids, renewable energy. 
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-          To support this partnership,  AFD is providing 

EUR 450,000 (ZAR 7 million), that will focus on the 

exchange of experience and expertise in the fields of 

smart grids, Demand Side Mangement, renewable 

energy integration and asset management. 

 

 

-          This partnership is a great opportunity to foster 

greater cooperation between the 2 utilities in areas 

where French expertise can help ESKOM meet some 

of the challenges it is facing today. 

 

 

 

 


