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Remarks by the French Ambassador  

for the opening of the “Mazars/FSACCI” seminar 

on the fight against corruption 

Johannesburg – December 9th 2015 

 

Mr Anup Minan (Mazars) 

Major General Sharon Schuter ,  

Mrs Delphine Tilly-Petit, (French-South African Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry) 

 

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen, guests of Mazars and the 

FSACCI 

Today, 9th December, is a special day in our calendar as we celebrate 

International Anti-Corruption Day. The concept of this International Day 

was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, in 2003, to raise 

issues of corruption and increase awareness about the benefits of its 

prevention. Without going too much back into history, you may 

remember that on 31 October 2003, the General Assembly had adopted 

the United Nations Convention against Corruption, which entered into 

force in 2005. 

Daily newspapers are rife with allegations of corruption in both the public 

and private sectors in South Africa and in many other countries. You 

have probably seen, last week, reports on the latest Africa edition of the 

Global Corruption Barometer, compiled by Transparency International 

and Afrobarometer. And the scourge is not limited to Africa, of course.  
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When this International Anti-Corruption Day was designated in 2003, Mr 

Kofi Annan, who was then the Secretary General of the United Nations, 

described most eloquently the impact of corruption. A description which 

remains highly pertinent twelve years later. 

 “Corruption is an insidious plague that has a wide range of corrosive 

effects on societies. It undermines democracy and the rule of law, leads 

to violations of human rights, distorts markets, erodes the quality of life 

and allows organized crime, terrorism and other threats to human 

security to flourish…This evil phenomenon is found in all countries—big 

and small, rich and poor—but it is in the developing world that its effects 

are most destructive. Corruption hurts the poor disproportionately by 

diverting funds intended for development, undermining a Government’s 

ability to provide basic services, feeding inequality and injustice and 

discouraging foreign aid and investment….Corruption is a key element in 

economic underperformance and a major obstacle to poverty alleviation 

and development.”   

We are now in 2015, and the fight is still going on, with Governments, 

the private sector, non-governmental organizations, the media and 

citizens around the world joining forces. The focus of the 2015 joint 

international campaign is on how corruption undermines democracy and 

the rule of law, leads to human rights violations, distorts markets, erodes 

quality of life and allows organized crime, terrorism and other threats to 

human security to flourish. 

And here is UNSG Ban Ki Moon’s message for the International Anti-

Corruption Day 2015 that we are marking today. 

“The new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, our plan to end 

poverty and ensure lives of dignity for all, recognizes the need to fight 
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corruption in all its aspects and calls for significant reductions in illicit 

financial flows as well as for the recovery of stolen assets. ” 

In other words, under the theme “break the corruption chain”, this year’s 

campaign also highlights that corruption is a cross-cutting crime, 

impacting many areas. It shows that acting against corruption is 

imperative to achieving the SDGs adopted in New York last September, 

which aim to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for 

all. 

 

 

 

As you have understood, today’s breakfast is dedicated to an extremely 

important subject. Our expert speakers will provide you with insights into 

the prevalence of corruption both in SA and globally. They will also 

explain how corruption may affect your business and what measures or 

steps could be taken to prevent corruption. 

We are here as concerned citizens with a vested interest in South Africa. 

The French companies make regular investments here as well as 

contribute to the social transformation of the country. We are upbeat and 

confident that South Africa is doing its best to fight corruption and we 

look forward to continued involvement in this country.  

If you allow me, let me come back briefly to the French situation facing 

corruption.  
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Since the 90’s, my country has been committed to prevent and identify 

corruption acts, all the more so after the adoption in 1997 of the OECD 

convention on corruption.   

The legislation adopted was focused initially on the fight against the 

bribery of public officials in international business transactions. It was 

extended later to the private sector. 

More recently, between 2007 and 2013, three laws have been passed 

to: 

- strengthen the investigations and use techniques previously 

reserved for the fight against organized crime (surveillance of 

goods and people, intelligence gathering) ; 

 

- introduce legal protection of public or private whistle-blowers to 

encourage detection of corruption ; 

 

- monitor the declarations of assets made by elected 

representatives (national and local levels).  

But this is an ongoing battle and now, following OECD’s 

recommendations, France is considering a new law to ensure the 

transparency of economic life, with a view, in particular, to strengthen 

the prerogatives of specialised government departments responsible for 

the fight against corruption. 

Let me end by thanking you all for attending this event.  

And  many thanks to Mazars and the FSACCI for organizing it.  


