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Researchers, 

 

Last month, during the United Nations General Assembly High-

Level Meeting on Ending HIV/AIDS in New York, we collectively 

reaffirmed our goal to eradicate AIDS.  

 

Innovation provides us the sole path to success. We have to give 

research sufficient funding for it to live up to its promise. We must 

provide better support to researchers, who redefine what is 

possible each and every day.  
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I. Supporting scientific innovation takes political 

courage. 

 

We have deliberately chosen to support innovation in France. 

By founding the French National Agency for AIDS and Viral 

Hepatitis Research (ANRS) in 1988, our country significantly 

boosted its "firepower" in the field of AIDS research.   

 

Three decades later, ANRS is the world's second-leading 

scientific contributor. Substantial progress has been made in 

basic, clinical, and epidemiological research. Every day throughout 

the world, and especially Africa (including here in South Africa), 

ANRS encourages research projects that help move the world 

closer to a post-AIDS reality.  
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There are other stakeholders in addition to ANRS that are fully 

committed to this issue. The French Research Institute for 

Development (IRD) is a prime example. The Pasteur Institute, 

along with its international network of Pasteur Institutes 

throughout the world, is another. The 33rd Institute was recently 

founded in Guinea; this centre will contribute to research on 

infectious disease and train Guinean scientists to prevent 

epidemics.  

 

II. Such political support is important—essential, even—

to the development of innovative treatments. This is 

particularly the case with the subject of today's 

symposium, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP). 
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PrEP is a significant source of hope. Last November, the results 

of scientific studies prompted me to grant PrEP temporary 

authorisation and national healthcare system coverage. I would 

like to thank ANRS and especially its director, Jean-François 

Delfraissy, who is attending this event; his work turned this very 

promising innovation into a reality. 

 

Today, PrEP is a focal point of our prevention strategy. In France, 

800 people are currently taking PrEP. To expand access even 

further, I recently authorised community centres to dispense 

PrEP. 

 

Now that PrEP has been proven effective, we need to build on 

this progress by clarifying how the medicine should be used. 

Is daily or "on demand" use better? Which populations should be 

targeted, especially in countries in the Global South? To this point, 

UNITAID is currently evaluating models designed to expand use of 

pre-exposure prophylaxis in the Global South.  
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The organisation is making it easier to use self-testing kits in 

Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe; their efforts are geared towards 

people who don't visit existing HIV testing centres, either for 

privacy concerns or because they live in remote areas. 

 

The conclusions you reach through these debates will allow us to 

make progress on all of these issues. They will also help us update 

the World Health Organisation's (WHO) recommendations, which 

we use to form our national strategies. 

 

III. PrEP clearly demonstrates the important role 

international cooperation plays in research. That is 

why we need to give it new impetus.  
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First, we need to increase our efforts internationally to speed 

up AIDS vaccine development. French researchers are closely 

involved in these efforts. The Conference on HIV Science, which 

France will host in July 2017 along with the International AIDS 

Society (IAS), will be an important opportunity to get a progress 

update on this front.  

 

Next, we need to improve our collaboration so that everyone 

can benefit from research findings. In other words, we have to 

work together to regulate the price of innovative medicines. 

As you know, France is particularly involved with this issue on the 

international stage. We advocate universal access to innovations 

through UNITAID, thereby decreasing the price of HIV treatments 

by a factor of ten and leading to a tenfold increase in the number 

of people receiving treatment. Together, we must stay the course 

so that an ever-greater number of patients can have access to the 

most effective treatments.  
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Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

France is the leading source of innovation in the health sector 

today. The renown and influence of our country's medical 

industry is due to the excellence of our researchers, who 

achieved over 100 "world's-first" records in our university 

hospitals (CHU).  

 

Our success is also due to our social model, which supports 

innovation. A few weeks ago, the scientific journal The Lancet 

published a special edition dedicated to the French social model. 

In it, Richard Horton explained the French "health philosophy", 

which is founded on solidarity and inclusion. These principles 

continue to guide us today as we take the necessary step of 

reorganising our health system to support innovation and 

grant everyone access to new developments. To that end, I 

recently decided to grant universal access to innovative hepatitis 

C treatments.  
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Solidarity-based healthcare systems are the key to ending 

AIDS. This conference must serve as a reminder of this fact. 

Supporting AIDS research also means rethinking society's 

role in funding innovation so that each and every person can 

have access to the best treatment.  

 

Thank you.  


