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Bastille Day Reception 

14 July 2016 

 

 

Hon Minister Derek Hanekom, Minister of Tourism and representing today the South African 

Government, 

 

Hon Dep Ministers of Transport and Mineral Ressources, 

Hon MPs, 

 

Cslr    representing the Executive Mayor of Tshwane, 

Cslr    representing the Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, 

 

Ambassador Mpoko, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps 

Dear colleagues Ambassadors, High Commissioners, fellow diplomats, 

 

Officials of the SA Government, in particular our DIRCO colleagues, 

Special guest Mrs Barbara Duthuit, Matisse heir and lender for the Matisse exhibition 

Members of the media, 

 

Dear compatriots, Monsieur le Sénateur Président Didier Robert, members of the French business 

community, (Mme la Conseillère Consulaire, Sophie Ferrand-Hazard) 

 

Dear friends, 

 

A very warm welcome, from my team, my husband and I, and a big thank you for joining us today in 

celebrating our Fête Nationale, Bastille Day.  
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Today is a special Bastille Day : we have decided to give it a very special flavour : a Reunion flavour!   

 

Speeches are not the main attraction of this Bastille day function, I know. I’ll briefly mention a couple 

of important things. 

 

1. First of all, President Jacob Zuma’s very successful State visit to France, accompanied by a 

strong Ministerial delegation, and members of the South African business community.  

 

For a couple of days, huge South African flags floated on top of Paris monuments (Invalides 

esplanade, Trocadero etc...). Unfortunately, despite South Africa’s high level presence and support at 

the Euro football final ( President Zuma watched it together with President Hollande) , France had to 

concede defeat to our Portuguese friends. And I warmly congratulate our Portuguese colleagues… 

But the most important is that the Euro tournament went very well, and we reached the final. 

Regular exchanges of State visits are an important component of the strategic relationship between 

our two countries. You may remember that President Hollande visited South Africa in october 2013, 

and President Zuma’s visit gave the opportunity to take stock of the progress made since then in 

deepening our relationship in all sectors. For those of you who want to know more about the 

substance and the agreements signed, there is a joint communiqué which you can find on our 

website, or get here from the Embassy team. 

There were two very emotional moments during this visit :  

- when in the Presidential Palace (palais de l’Elysée), the audience heard the voice of Madiba 

speaking at the end of the Rivonia trial (the audio recordings having been restored thanks to our 

bilateral cooperation) ; 

- in Delville Wood where the centenary commemoration of a terrible World War 1 battle was 

presided over by President Zuma. The inauguration of a new memorial, finally paid homage to 

the South Africans of all colours who lost their lives on French soil, defending the values of liberty 

and democracy. We will never forget them.  

 

2. La Reunion and the special flavour of this Bastille Day 
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With us today, we are very pleased to have the President of La Reunion Region, Senateur Didier 

Robert. He came with a business delegation, keen to do more with South Africa. In case you do not 

know where is La Reunion, this beautiful little piece of France in the Indian Ocean is just a 4 h flight 

away from here. And South Africans do not need visa to enter La Reunion ! 

With La Reunion, South Africa and France are indeed neighbours in the Indian Ocean, and many 

cooperations are taking place. There is certainly room for more... 

On screens around the garden, you will see what it looks like. And since La Region Reunion is 

generously sponsoring this Bastille Day reception, the idea is for you to taste its typical cuisine, to 

enjoy its traditional music, and have a sip of its famous Rum arrange ( don’t drink and drive !). 

President Robert will say a few words 

 

3. My third and last point is about the Matisse exhibition which just opened in Johannesburg.  

I want to acknowledge the presence with us today of Madame Barbara Duthuit, of the Matisse 

family. Thanks to her generous support, this exhibition, the first of its kind on the African continent, 

was made possible. She even lent some works rarely seen before, all showcasing the strong ties 

between Matisse and African Art. 

With us as well are the co-curators (Patrice Deparpe and  Federico Feschi) of this beautiful exhibition, 

sponsored by Standard Bank, with this Embassy and IFAS, and the support of French companies:  Air 

France, Total and Air Liquide. In addition to this wonderful exhibition, which you must all go and see 

at the Standard Bank Gallery in Joburg, there is an important educative program targeting youth in 

Gauteng. Matisse is a universal artist, his work speaks to each and everyone of us. 
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Culture and arts are a strong component of our relationship with South Africa. If you remember, in 

2012/2013, our two countries held reciprocal seasons, and after Minister Hanekom’s speech, I will 

have the honor to bestow a French award to three South Africans who played a very important role 

in the success of these Seasons. 

 

One word to the French community, present here today mainly through the business community 

(365 companies, employing around 37 000 South Africans). Also present are members of the French 

school community (Lycée Jules Verne in Johannesburg, and the primary school next door to this 

Residence). And the French research community working closely with their South African 

counterparts. Vous jouez tous un rôle majeur dans la relation bilatérale, et je sais combien votre 

soutien au travail de l’Ambassade est fondamental.  

Je vous en remercie très chaleureusement. 

 

As is often the case at this time of the year, part of the Embassy team will soon be leaving : in 

particular in the economic services, in the administration and in the political section. I can tell you for 

sure that they have all enjoyed their stay in South Africa ! 

The same for my husband and myself: this is our fourth Bastille Day in Pretoria, and the last. We have 

thoroughly enjoyed these last three and a half years in your beautiful country. All in all, since it is our 

third assignment to South Africa, we have spent twelve years here, which is a big chunk of our life. 

And I am really grateful to you all, colleagues and friends.  

 

And now, Honourable Minister, let me raise my glass to the health of his Excellency Jacob Zuma, President 

of the Republic of South Africa, and to the friendship between our two countries./. 

 

 

 


