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Réception en l’honneur de Monica Newton 

Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres 

Jeudi 14 juillet 2016 

Dear Monica,  

 

Monica has worked with national, provincial and local government and related government agencies since 1997, first 

as a full-time employee and later as a consultant with her own business. She also found the time to be a lecturer at 

Wits for the MA in Arts, Culture and Heritage management for 8 years. 

She was the CEO of the National Arts Council, and there she was instrumental in building the Reciprocal Seasons 

between France and South Africa. She was always finding solutions in her amazingly energetic, tenacious and multi-

tasking way – her sharp intellect is three steps ahead of everyone else’s but she always finds time and kindness for 

each person and project. Her brains shake things up in a room; in a debate or Q&A session, you can be sure she will 

have the most pertinent and thought provoking question! 

Monica was appointed deputy director-general: Arts and Culture for Promotion and Development in February 2013. 

She manages the National Language Service and the Cultural development portfolio, five national performing arts 

institutions and three development agencies. As someone who understands the complexity of the arts and culture 

environment in South Africa and on the continent, with a fierce passion for the arts, she is one of the best cultural 

policy maker that the DAC could wish for. 

One of her friends told us : “I regard her as a true cultural leader, thinker and doer (…) a true African passionate 

about the arts and South African culture, with a work ethic that would put the Duracell bunny to shame.” 

Dear Monica, we are delighted and honored to count on you as a friend. Thanks to you, arts and cultural policies 

have reached new heights in South Africa, and the cultural diplomacy with France has gone from strength to 

strength. 
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On behalf of the Government of the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested in me, I have the 

honour and pleasure, Madame Newton, by decree of the Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

 


