
 

Réception d’accueil des athlètes francophones participant à l’Ironman 2014 et lancement officiel 
du projet pédagogique autour de l’Ironman avec les étudiants de journalisme de l’Université 

Nelson Mandela et l’Alliance Française de Port Elizabeth 

Alliance Française de Port Elizabeth – Jeudi 3 avri l 2014 à 18h 30 

 

 

Projet de discours de Madame l’Ambassadrice de France 

 

The Director : School of Language, Media and Culture, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University,        
Dr. Janina Wozniak , 
 
The Head of French Language Section, NMMU, Dr. Maria Vrancken , 

The Honorary Consul of France in Port Elizabeth, dear Gerald Henderson , 

The President : Alliance Française de Port Elizabeth, dear Michel Beauvais , 

The Director: Alliance Française de Port Elizabeth, dear Aurélien de Chappotin , 

Dear teachers, students, and members from NMMU  and the Alliance Française , 

Dear Ironman Athletes , 

Dear friends, 

 

It is my pleasure to be here with you all tonight for my very first visit to Port Elizabeth as 

Ambassador of France. 

It is indeed a great opportunity for me as this visit takes place on the occasion of the only 

Ironman on the African continent which celebrates t his year its 10 th anniversary . 

This international competition has grown significantly year after year  and there are 2 400 

athletes  from all over South Africa and the world who are expected to be on the starting line at Hobie 

Beach on Sunday morning whom over 80 000 spectators  will cheer up.   

 

Being an international event, it is no surprise that among such a big number of competing 

athletes, many come from a country where French is spoken. You have, of course, understood that it is 

the main reason that gathers us here this evening and I would like to acknowledge and praise the 

Alliance Française in Port Elizabeth  for its initiative in welcoming, for the 6th time, the French 

speaking athletes  of the Ironman. 

 

Let me take this opportunity, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, to extend a friendly greeting to 

all these francophone athletes  who kindly joined us tonight with a special mention for a big group of 



fellow compatriots from La Réunion Island , a region with which our Embassy strives to develop a 

strategic cooperation. 

 

In organizing this social gathering tonight, the Alliance Française and the Nelson Mandela 

Metropolitan University of Port Elizabeth  are joining forces to give an opportunity to their students 

who are learning French to meet the French speaking Ironman athletes and practice their French with 

authentic native speakers. 

 

As a matter of fact, what we celebrate tonight is the amazing result of a students’ project initiated 

in 2008 by students from the Department of Journalism, Media a nd Philosophy at Nelson Mandela 

Metropolitan University  who are also learning the French language in the department of Language and 

Literature.  

 

The core idea was to take advantage of the Ironman taking place every year in Port Elizabeth 

and to turn it into an educational project by covering this international triathlon competition as 

professional journalists would do.  

 

For this purpose, a multimedia blog was created by the young journalists  and a section in 

French was added to the English website. The French pages produced by students feature articles, 

portraits and interviews of French speaking and also South African athletes , audio recordings, video 

clips and photographs about the event. The focus of the blog is in the story behind the scenes rather 

than on the results of the competition. 

 

 

Since then, the Ironman project has taken a major place in the teaching of French at NMMU. At 

this stage, I would like to pay a heartfelt tribute to Dr. Hilda Thomas , former Head of the French 

language section who just left NMMU after 41years of devoted work. She carried out the Ironman project 

together with her daughter, Dr. Bianca Wright  who was the Head of the Department of Journalism, 

Media and Philosophy. Their vision, expertise and dedication greatly contributed to shape the success 

story of this unique and very innovative project where the learning of the French language is directly 

applied to perform and achieve a work task. 

 

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Dr. Janina Wozniak , Director: School of 

Language, Media and Culture at NMMU who encouraged the initiative and strongly supported it and to 

Dr. Maria Vrancken  who is acting Head of the French Language Section. Maria has worked together 

with Hilda and Bianca for years on the project.  

 

They were seconded by willing and brilliant French students  who are sent every year from 

France to Port Elizabeth in the framework of their Master’s degree programme: Mrs. Carole Vicent  who 

worked two years at NMMU in 2012 and 2013 and who is still with us tonight as well as Ms. Marie 



Daridole  who joined the team in 2014. These enthusiastic and efficient French students are also making 

the connection between NMMU and the Alliance Française. Not to mention Ms Olivia Tjale and Mr 

Devon Koen who are coordinating and directing the film crews as well as Ms Lisa Moore and Mr Michael 

Flanagan, who have worked as press contacts for Ironman South Africa. 

 

Among the stakeholders of the Ironman project, the Alliance Française in Port Elizabeth  has of 

course played a great role and I wish to congratulate the successive Presidents and Directors who 

understood very well the importance of this educational project and its positive contribution and influence 

to the development of French of course but also to the promotion of linguistic and cultural diversity.  

 

I am also glad that the French embassy  helped funding infrastructure such as the creation of a 

multimedia room as well as offering bursaries to students to attend journalism training courses or to 

teach English as a foreign language in France. 

 

Finally, because they are the craftsmen and craftwomen  of this amazing project and deserve 

credit for its successes, let me extend my warmest thanks and congratulations to all NMMU students  

who worked in the previous blogs and the ones who are with us tonight to prepare the 2014 edition.  

 

Of course and once again, my final and special thanks go to the Ironman athletes  who kindly 

accepted to share their time with us to be the new actors of this great project and to all of you who are 

here  with us tonight. 

 

Merci et bonne soirée à tous. 

 

 

 


