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Delphine de Beer (second from the left,
facing the camera), FSACCI general
manager, takes part in the seminar.
(Supplied)
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French SA Chamber builds bridges in France
Jan 22 2014 17:00 Fin24

Cape Town - A delegation of the French South African
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FSACCI) recently
attended a seminar in France, organised by the Chamber
of Commerce of Lyon.

Lyon, in the Rhône Alpes region, is the third largest city in
France, in terms of population, after Paris and Marseille.   
 

According to Hervé Delabrousse, communication and
development manager of FSACCI, the organisation
decided to attend the seminar, because part of its activity
is to help French businesses settle in South Africa.

This support includes commercial services (qualified
contact lists, product-market tests, market exploration,
company registration).

This seminar was organised by the Chamber of Commerce
of Lyon to present the different African markets, including
South Africa, to local entrepreneurs and heads of
companies.

Delphine de Beer, FSACCI general manager, spoke at the
seminar. The general message of FSACCI was that Africa
represents a great exporting and general business
opportunity for French businesses, whose expertise and
know how are much needed.

As far as South Africa is concerned, De Beer’s message
was focused on some of the most attractive industries for
French businesses, including but not limited to, the market
for fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) sector, the mining
industry, the energy sector, the agricultural sector and the
health and pharmaceuticals industry.

Increased interest in SA

FSACCI has seen an increased interest in the South African market over the last few years.

French-South African relations have been very active in 2012 and 2013, with the French season in
South Africa in 2012 and the South African season in France in 2013, but also with the state visit of
President Hollande in South Africa in October 2013.

Both presidents reiterated the two countries’ mutual interests, and this can certainly also be
witnessed at the bottom line.

The FSACCI’s membership base went from a little over 100 in 2009 to well over 200 in 2013.

As most French CAC40 companies have been present in South Africa for over a decade, more and
more SMEs take interest in the South African market and settle here.

This is a boost to foreign investment in South Africa and job creation.

"The long term economic benefits for South Africa of this kind of seminars are undeniable, as it
helps bringing more and more companies to South Africa," said Delabrousse.
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More upcoming seminars

De Beer takes regular trips to France and always makes a point to visit the local chambers of
commerce whenever she is in France.

Such seminars are organised quite regularly by regional chambers in France. There is one planned
at the Paris Chamber of Commerce in April, one in Strasbourg in June, as well as a large seminar
with representatives of all regional chambers of commerce in June as well.
 
There are about 250 French companies in South Africa at this point. Most of the CAC40 and more
and more SMEs.

Their size varies from a handful of employees to hundreds or thousands, such as L’Oréal, Lafarge,
Air Liquide or Alstom to name only a few.

Alstom’s recent winning bid with Prasa will see about 8 000 jobs created. At this point, French
companies in SA employ about 30 000 people.

Follow Fin24 on Twitter , Facebook , Google+  and Pinterest .

 france  |  south africa  |  economy

 
 

Read Fin24’s Comments Policy

ADD YOUR COMMENT

Comment  1500 characters remaining

Free Fax2Mail

FOLLOW FIN24

SPONSORED LINKS

SERVICES

Read more about:   

Social News Experience
See what your friends are reading and
share the articles you are reading

Do you have a question about your finances?
We'll get an expert opinion.

MONEY CLINIC

Pulling out of Zim to invest in SA
Retirement investment options and tax
Changing careers and starting a business
In debt, but needing to save for a car
Should I switch RAs?

AnswerIt

Get your financial questions
answered.

RSS Feeds

News delivered really simply.

Calculators

Easy-to-use personal finance
tools.

Newsletters

You choose what you want.

Blogs

Your opinion on you, me and
everyone.

Data Products

Get us in your home, on your
television.

Contact us

Lost? Confused? Problems? Let us
help you.

RSS feeds   |  Terms and Conditions   |  Advertise on Fin24  |  Contact us

Data supplied by:

POST COMMENT

French SA Chamber builds bridges in France | Fin24 http://www.fin24.com/Economy/French-SA-Chamber-builds-bridges-in...

2 sur 2 24/01/2014 10:01


