
Bestowing of the medal of knight in the order of merit of honour to Mrs. Ndumie Funda  

February 28, 2014 

 

Ms Nudmie Funda,  

Honorable guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

It is a great honour and an immense pleasure to welcome you tonight to the residence of France in 

Cape Town. 

It is indeed a great pleasure to celebrate Ndumie’s work for the LGBTI community,  at a time when 

LGBTI rights are being too frequently violated on the continent. Let me state at this point my 

country’s concern, following the enactment of a law strengthening  the criminalization of 

homosexuality in Uganda.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to reaffirm France’s commitment to the universal 

decriminalization of homosexuality and the fight against discrimination based on sexual orientation 

and gender identity. France supports civil society initiatives aimed at combating these types of 

discrimination. 

Just in case you do not know why we are here tonight, please allow me to remind you of the origins 

and meaning of the French Ordre National du Mérite.  

After the Revolution and the abolition of all orders of chivalry and nobility, it was the wish of 

Napoleon Bonaparte to create a reward to commend civilians and soldiers for "eminent merit" in 

military or civil life.  

During the second half of the 19th century, several merit orders were created in specialised 

domains, and by the beginning of the 20th century more than 25 merit orders co-existed. Later, the 
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then French President, General de Gaulle, decided, in order to replace the large number of Orders 

previously awarded by the ministries, to create the Ordre National du Mérite.  

Today, the Ordre National du Merite celebrates the efforts accomplished by distinguished 

individuals, irrespective of sex, social background and nationality. 

By awarding you today with this distinction, dear Ndumie,  France wishes to acknowledge the role 

you play in serving your community through your involvement in human rights, especially those 

directly linked with the LGBTI community.  

In accordance with tradition and even though I am well aware that the story of your life is familiar to 

all our guests, allow me to recall some of your personal and professional accomplishments. 

You were born in Gugulethu, not too far from here. 

In your teens you became an activist, first in your high school- Stembele Matiso- as a leader within 

the student movement and then as president of the Township Student Community Organisation. 

Your activism did not stop at the door of your school - you also got involved in another community 

project really close to your heart as a Christian raised child- and you also became a leader within the 

Youth Christian movement. 

Parallel to these activities, you started studying marketing at Unisa university- studies that you were 

not able to pursue for as long as you would have wished- and worked at Waltons Stationary and 

then Training and Conference solutions. 

IN 2007, your life took a dramatic turn – after having experienced tragedy as a direct result of 

homophobic violence, as your fiancée was victim of ‘corrective rape’. With all your strengths  you 

founded, in 2008,  the non-profit organisation Luleki Siswe in an attempt to highlight this practice 

and lobby government to action, as well as to rescue, support and nurse to health survivors of 

‘corrective rape’ 
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The name Luleki Siswe was choosen in memory of two of your friends: Luleka Makiwane and 

Nosizwe Nomsa Bizana; both lesbian women who got raped because  of their sexuality. 

Today, with all your warmth and your personality, you have opened your arms and your home to 

women LGBT victims of violence’s-providing them with a place to stay, meals, warmth as well as 

shoulder to cry on and advice to help them get  through the trauma of such an ordeal. 

Further, you have also decided to challenge the general belief that lesbian women are a low risk 

group in terms of sexually transmitted diseases and especially HIV/AIDS. As you said “this belief 

does not take into consideration the high levels of rape, that particularly township-based lesbians 

are exposed to, which puts them at risk for STI’s and HIV/AIDS-“ Therefore, you have also decided, 

as part of the work done by Luleki Siswe, to run educational workshops in your community with 

other local organisations and church groups. 

As I mentioned before, religion is an important part of your education- you were raised in a Seventh 

Day Adventist family, in “a society where a woman was expected to know her place, everything was 

conducted and controlled by men”. You also decided to take this into your hands. Today, and as part 

of the “We are one project” that we (the embassy) had the privilege to support you with (as well as 

other donors who are here tonight), you are working closely with religious leaders to inform them of 

LGBTI rights and make sure that they do not discriminate any of their congregation members but 

instead be there to support them- and condemn homophobic discourse and acts. 

Finally, I would like to mention another fairly recent and significant moment of your life that put your 

name on the web, news and media all over the world.  In 2010, put off by what was happening to 

Lesbian women in the townships and by the lack of government interest, you began your online 

efforts with a campaign to protect women from what is “corrective rape.” Your online efforts turned 

into one of the most successful digital activist campaigns hosted by the global social justice petition 

site, Change.org and you delivered a petition of over 170,000 names of people from 163 countries 

who signed to urge the South African government to take action against so-called ‘corrective’ rape 
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Through this action, you internationally highlighted the issue at hand and put South Africa under the 

spotlight- 

You might have been overwhelmed by the frenzy –by the number of interviews, request for 

comments, the jealousy from others…and your public activism also made you a target in your 

community forcing you find another space from where to run your activities.  

One of the outcomes of your petition has been the creation of the task team by the Ministry of 

Justice and Constitutional Development, on which you sit with other activists and organisations –

such as GALA with whom the embassy is also working. 

Dear Ndumie, let me convey my admiration you for your perseverant efforts and your commitment. 

Your work at a community level has impacted the national level. 

So, for your commitment to freedom and equality for men and women of this country, for your loyalty 

to these values, and on behalf of the President of the French Republic, I shall now present you, dear 

Ndumie Funda, with the medal of knight of the National order of merit. 

 


