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Dear participants, dear friends, 

It is not an easy task to introduce this conference, since we have a very mixed 

audience, from researchers to general public, and since, let’s face it, my 

competence is quite limited. Clearly, you have come to Alliance française 

tonight to listen to Prof. Quarraisha Abdool Karim, not to hear the Ambassador 

of France. 

 

1. First of all, I want to thank Prof. Quarraisha Abdool Karim, a well-known 

researcher from CAPRISA in Durban for accepting to spend some time with 

us. Quarraisha has been awarded in February the L’Oréal-UNESCO prize for 

Women in Science. The team of L’Oréal South Africa who is with us tonight 

will tell us more about this award, specially directed to scientific women 

and which is increasingly recognized internationally. 

2. Today, I’m especially proud that a prominent French Company, associated 

with UNESCO, has selected a South African researcher. This is a 

confirmation that South African research is indeed of the highest quality, 
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especially in the field of medicine and HIV/aids. It is also a confirmation that 

South African women play a major role in this field. 

3. Prof. Quarraisha has kindly accepted to address us in Alliance française, on 

the theme “HIV prevention in young women”. There is probably no topic 

more adapted to the present situation in South Africa. In the last few years, 

South Africa has done a fantastic job to improve the situation of people 

living with HIV. More than 3 million people are currently under ARV 

treatment, more than in any other country in the world. As a consequence, 

deaths due to AIDS are on a very sharp decrease; transmission from mother 

to child is not far from zero. 

4. However, we all know that South Africa has been less efficient in terms of 

prevention. Figures are still a matter for debate, but everyone agrees that 

there is too much new infections every year. And women, especially 

teenagers and young women, are particularly affected. 

5. You may know that HIV prevention is a top priority of French Research 

related to HIV. Here in South Africa, the French Agency for Health Research 

has co-financed several studies on prevention: circumcision in Orange Farm 

a few years ago, currently Treatment as Prevention at the Africa Centre, in 

Kwazulu Natal. And in France, several studies on Pre-exposure prophylaxis, 

or PrEP and others. 
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6. Prevention is also a high priority for France in the programs to be 

implemented to fight the HIV epidemic. Recently, South Africa has been 

awarded more than 300 million USD by the Global Fund to control HIV and 

TB, most of it directed to prevention, especially in the high risk and 

vulnerable groups. France, as the second biggest contributor to the Global 

Fund, is pleased to notice that trend. 

7. South Africa is currently undertaking the review of its National Strategic 

Plan. We know there is no magic bullet for prevention, and that multiple 

strategies should be associated. I’m sure that Quarraisha’s presentation 

tonight will give ample food for thought in that regard. 


