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Celebration of the International Day of the Girl Child 

11 October 2016 

 Let me start by a big thank you for joining us tonight at the Alliance Française of Pretoria, to 

celebrate the 5th annual International Day of the Girl Child. 

 International Day of the Girl Child is not only a day; it’s a movement…A worldwide revolution 

on gender justice and youth rights. 

 The world’s 1,1 billion girls are our future.  

 The Theme for this year is : “Girls' Progress = Goals' Progress: A Global Girl Data Movement”; 

The focus is on adolescent girls and the SDGs, the Sustainable Development Goals, which set 

a range of international targets, including on gender equality, to be achieved by 2030. 

 Data are of the utmost importance 

 Improving data collection and existing measurement tools can prevent underreporting of 

violence against girls, undercounting of their births and deaths thus remedying the gender 

bias, particularly biases that exclude the most vulnerable. It can improve statistics on gender-

based violence, adolescent pregnancy and reproductive health, informal employment, 

entrepreneurship, unpaid work, and other priorities for girls and young women. 

 What is France doing to promote the Girl Child agenda? 

 France’s political advocacy for gender equality is based on the promotion of a strong rights-

based approach on sexual and reproductive health rights, the fight against maternal and 

infant mortality, the fight against HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections as well as the 

promotion of sustainable development.  

 Tonight, I would like to reaffirm France’s strong commitment in promoting universal access 

to family planning and sexual and reproductive rights, in promoting the empowerment of 

women, professional equality and women’s access to education, training and economic, 

political and social responsibilities.  

 I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you that France has just launched, on 4 

October, its new strategy on the issues of population and sexual and reproductive health and 

rights for 2016-2020.  

 I am really grateful that we can share tonight these key challenges with our South African 

partners, as the fight for women’s rights in South Africa, against gender-based and sexual 
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violence, abuse and forced marriage remain a priority. Not only tonight, at the French 

Alliance, but also at international level.  

 Indeed, both our countries share priorities in several aspects. Moreover, as a member of the 

African Union, South Africa is a key player in pushing the women’s sexual and reproductive 

health rights agenda at the continental level. 

 South Africa has worked hard to insure a wide access to family planning, with 88 percent of 

public health facilities offering contraceptive service, 65 percent of South African women 

using modern methods of contraception. SA also enjoys a strong Constitution that 

guarantees the fight for women’s sexual and reproductive rights.  

 South Africa and other partners such as the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) - 

present here tonight - can play a role in ensuring that access to sexual and reproductive 

health for youth is understood as a priority. 

 Friends from the UN, representatives of the civil society sector in South Africa, 

representatives of the South Africa governments, I would like to thank you all for coming to 

celebrate this day with us.  

 I hope that this discussion will provide a safe space for lively debates, and the sharing of 

ideas, and will reaffirm our commitments to empower girls and achieve the SDGs by 2030.  

 

 


