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Celebrating “Bastille Day” in Lesotho  

Maseru, 3rd August 2015 

 

Ministers … 

 

 

Hon President of the Senate, 

Your Ladyship the Chief Justice 

Colleagues of the Diplomatic and consular Corps 

Members of the Clergy, of the Academia, and the business 

community 

Members of the Press 

 

Let me begin by wishing you all a warm welcome in this European 

Union Residence, where Ambassador Michael Doyle has so kindly 

accepted to host us. A big thank you you for joining us on this 

slightly delayed celebration of our National Day, Bastille Day as 

most Anglophone countries know it. 

It is called Bastille Day because it commemorates the storming of 

the Bastille fortress on 14 July 1789, a symbol of oppression and 

arbitrary. On that day we celebrate the call for freedom, but we also 

celebrate the unity of the French Nation, in memory of the Fête de la 

Fédération held on 14 July 1790, for the first anniversary of the day 

considered as the start of the French revolution. 
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To continue on this historic note, I would like to remind you that the 

relationship between France and Lesotho goes back to almost as 

far as the French Revolution. Indeed, it started with the summoning 

of the first of three missionaries of the Paris Evangelical Mission by 

King Moshoshoe 1rst in 1833.  

Interestingly, these missionaries  (Thomas Arbousset, Eugène 

Casalis et Constant Gosselin) where not “colonialists”, nor the 

avant-garde of a colonial power ! 

 

 

In fact, throughout the nineteenth century, French missionaries, 

both protestant and catholic, came to your country to help cement 

the Basotho people’s identity, in particular through the study of 

your language.  

 

Through them we were able to know the Basotho people better, 

their fearless fight for independence, but also their warmth and 

hospitality. 

These bonds between our two countries and our two people have 

continued to grow and I hope they will continue to grow further. I 

need not remind you that, today, the most visible French presence 

here in Maseru is the Alliance française, in existence since 1981. 

The present Director, Camille Perdereau, is also the Honorary 

Consul of France. She will sadly leave the country soon, and we will 

all regret the brilliant job she was doing in animating the Alliance 

and the cultural life of Maseru. Her successor, Rémi Beghin, is 

scheduled to arrive soon and I am sure the Alliance will continue to 
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be one of the liveliest cultural centers in Maseru! Their Majesties 

the King and the Queen themselves were frequent guests at cultural 

events organized by the Alliance. We are very grateful for the 

continuous support given to our cultural and linguistic activities. 

Let me just mention a couple of these recent cultural events: 

 the traditional Francophonie Festival , to celebrate French and 

francophone cultures each year in March. This year, over 500 

people participated and 10 official partners were involved. The 

festival ended on a high note with the concert of Marema, a 

wonderful Senegalese artist, in the presence of their 

Majesties. 

 

 Last May, the exhibition “Women in Resistance” was officially 

opened by HM the Queen on 5th May 2015. An exhibition 

featuring portraits of Women and celebrating Women’s 

resilience throughout the world as well as in Lesotho. In 

parallel were held a series of events (round tables, panel 

discussions) involving students from Maseru schools. Our 

partners worked tirelessly to support this project. This 

exhibition, supported by a number of generous partners, will 

have a second life and will be donated to the museum of 

Morija so as to keep raising awareness on gender equality. 

 

 

 Last year, together with the NGO PSI, AF Maseru organized a 3 

weeks artist-in-residence program. French puppeteers taught 

20 Basotho the art of making giant puppets, resulting in the 

creation of 6 giant puppets which are used to raise awareness 
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on HIV prevention. The artists have created their own 

association called "Bahale giants", and continue to perform, 

share skills and enhance the art landscape in Lesotho.  

 

There is another exhibition which I invite all of you to visit, 

impressive photos by French photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand : 

“60 solutions against climate change”. It is in AF Maseru, and 

tonight, a debate on “Dams and Climate change in Kenya and 

Lesotho” will take place.  

As you know, this year 2015 is particularly important for us all, and for 

France in particular, because from 30th November to 11th December we 

will be hosting and chairing the UN conference on Climate change, 

COP21 Paris.  

The stakes are high: the aim is to reach, for the first time, a universal, 

legally binding agreement that will enable us to combat climate change 

effectively and boost the transition towards low-carbon, resilient 

economies that provide prosperity while protecting the planet. 

To achieve this, the future agreement must focus equally on mitigation - 

that is, efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in order to limit 

global warming to below 2°C - and on societies’ adaptation to existing 

climate changes. These efforts must take into account the needs and 

capacities of each country, big and small.  

To quote UNSG Ban Ki Moon: we cannot fail at COP21, there is no plan 

B, for there is no planet B. 

Although climate change may not be felt yet in everyday life in 

Lesotho, there are potentially severe consequences for the 
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economy (impacting on agricultural production, the export of water 

to South Africa, the potential to generate renewable energy through 

hydropower and wind, etc). I know that the government - through its 

National Climate Change Committee - is already working hard on 

strategies to improve coping mechanisms and to enhance its 

capacity for adaptation and mitigation. It can count on support / 

technical assistance from the EU to help developing climate change 

policy and strategy documents. 

 

Dear guests, 

 

Our two countries have developed an important and sustainable 

program of cooperation for the learning of French language since 

2009. Since 12 schools were involved in the first pilot project, the 

teaching of French in the country’s schools has grown steadily. 

5000 secondary school pupils study French at the moment. Thanks 

to an agreement signed last November, those students will be able 

to present the DELF examination, the international exam for French 

as a foreign language, as their final exam. The French Embassy 

provides financial and technical support for the training in new 

teachers, in close consultation with the Basotho administration. 

We also cooperate at University level, and I am happy to announce 

that, for the second consecutive year, we will soon send to France, 

on a French government scholarship, a student from Lesotho, for a 

Masters in Economics at the Sorbonne. Last year beneficiary, who 

is presently in France studying for an international Master in 
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Management, has just recently made Lesotho proud in another 

field, as he won a chess Championship in Nantes.    

I can also mention that two postgraduate students from Lesotho 

recently completed their Master's dissertations under the EU 

Erasmus Mundus 'Science and Technology Education Teacher's 

Training International' programme, after spending a year in Belgium 

and 5 months at the University of Aix Marseille in France.  

 

Another area of cooperation : last april, an expert from RFI 

conducted training sessions with a number of radio Journalists, 

which went very well. A new round of training will take place in 

September, which will be open to TV newsroom journalists as well. 

As you know, you can listen to RFI here in Maseru, and we hope 

that soon France24 will also be available! 

Dear guests, 

Because of those bonds between our two countries, I would like to 

extend a message of friendship, respect and solidarity to the people 

of Lesotho. Lesotho has been in a troubled political situation lately 

and France remains committed in assisting the Basotho people on 

their way to reconciliation, security and unity.  

Successful elections were held in February, demonstrating the 

sense of dignity and responsibility of the Basotho people. The 

“Coalition Agreement for stability and reform” and the SADC 

recommendations have shown the way forward, while we all hope 

that the new Commission of Inquiry will make an important 

contribution to dealing with recent concerns, especially regarding 

the degradation of security conditions. There is an urgent need for 
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reforms, including of the security sector, and France, together with 

the European Union and the international community, remains 

committed in continuing to support efforts in this regard.  

Dear guests, 

Let me now raise my glass to the consolidation of a sustainable and 

stable democracy in Lesotho, to the health of his Majesty the King 

of Lesotho and to the friendship between our two countries. 

Khotso, Pula, Nala ! 

 

 

 

 

 


