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Dear All, 
 

It is a great honour to welcome you tonight to the Alliance 

Française of Pretoria, to commemorate the date on which the United 

Nations General Assembly adopted in 1948 the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, proclaiming its principles as the “common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all nations (…) towards which 

individuals and societies should strive by progressive measures, national 

and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and 

observance”. 

The power of the Human Rights rests in the underlying idea of 

making the world a better place. In this endeavour, Youth, Art, dialogue 

and participation have particular role to play. 

The French Embassy and the French Alliance of Pretoria have chosen to 

celebrate Human Rights with the Youth through the work of South-

African-based French artist Philippe Bousquet.  

Over the course of these last 10 days, through the meaningful art work 

that you have discovered tonight, constructive discussions have been 

engaged with group of youth around the principle of the universality of 

human rights - reaffirming that cultural, traditional, and political values 

cannot be invoked to justify any form of discrimination or exclusion. 

� On World Aids day, young people from SOWETO affiliated to the 

AIDS Consortium were invited to open the exhibition; 

� On the 3rd of December, young people from TEMBISA’s schools 

joined us to commemorate International Day of persons with 

Disabilities.  

� On the 8th of December, young people from The South African 

Disability Alliance (SADA), a body that is made up of the twelve 



national organisations that represents disability in South Africa 

spent their afternoon with us. 

� Yesterday a group of teenagers from the Sunnyside drop in centre 

from The Child Welfare Tshwane discovered Philippe Bousquet’s 

art works and spent some time to exchange with him. 

 

The protection of Human rights is among the founding values of the 

French Republic and lie at the heart of its foreign policy. They are central 

to the exercise of democracy in France and to our commitment as a 

member of the European Union and of international organisations. 

French diplomacy seeks constantly, through its efforts within multilateral 

fora as well as through its bilateral relations, to fight human rights 

violation wherever they may be committed. 

 France is strongly committed to universal abolition of the death 

penalty, combating impunity, arbitrary detention and enforced 

disappearance, respect for women’s rights, combating the recruitment 

and conscription of child-soldiers and combating discrimination based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity.  

On the 24th of November, France welcomed the adoption by consensus 

of a resolution by the UN General Assembly on the issue of gender 

based violence, which we tabled together with the Netherlands and 

which was co-sponsored by more than 110 states. We also set up an 

international working group on violence against girls in school in 

October 2014. 

In South Africa, France is supporting the Civil Society sector through the 

Civil Society Development Fund that encourage the advocacy work of 

ONGs, active in promoting the advancement of citizen participation that 

enhances good governance to ensure that human rights are respected, 

implemented, and enforced at the local level. 

 



As we are approaching the end of 2014, I also would like to take this 

opportunity, to emphasis the three high level international meetings that 

will take place next year and that have a strong link with Human Rights : 

− The international Conference on financing for Development in 

Addis Ababa in July, 

− The special Summit on sustainable development at the United 

nations in September, 

− The 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) of the UN Framework 

convention on Climate Change in Paris in December  

These arenas will give us the opportunity to face the most important 

humanity challenges of our globalised world and answer the call for a 

people-centred and planet-sensitive agenda to ensure human dignity, 

freedom, equality, environmental protection, healthy economies, and a 

renewed global partnership for sustainable development. 

 

Today, in the presence of the EU delegation, of the representatives 

of the European member states, of Kayum Ahmed the South African 

Human Rights Commission and South African, of South African activists 

we are celebrating the Human Rights through contemporary South 

African poetry.  

6 South African poets will perform their art to guide and inspire us to 

continue to advocate for the advancement of human rights for each one 

of us. 

I wish you all a very good evening. 


