
  
 

                 
 
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
 

Methodological Training in Social Sciences 
 

“SOURCES” 
 

Nandi County, Kenya, 16-23 July 2018 
 

organised by IFRA-Nairobi, IFRA-Nigeria (Ibadan)  
and IFAS-Recherche (Johannesburg) 

 
The French Institute for Research in Kenya (IFRA-Nairobi), the French Institute for Research in 
Nigeria (IFRA-Ibadan) and IFAS-Recherche (French Institute in South Africa-Research), in 
partnership with Moi University (Eldoret) and supported by the National Centre for Scientific 
Research (CNRS), the Institut de Recherches pour le Développement (IRD) et l'Institut National 
d'Etudes Démographiques (INED) are pleased to welcome applications for a 7-day 
methodological training in Social Sciences that will take place in Kenya, July 2018. 

IFRA-Nairobi, IFRA-Nigeria and IFAS-Recherche belong to the network of French Research 
Institutes Abroad (IFRE), under the authority of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
CNRS. Their goal is to promote research in all the disciplines of social sciences in collaboration 
with African universities and research institutes. They also intend to train French and African junior 
researchers in social sciences by supporting their fieldwork or organising training sessions.  
 
After four editions, in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, this year methodological research training will 
have a strong focus on the use of sources in social sciences and will take place at Nandi Hills, 
Western Kenya, from July 16th to 23rd 2018. Its objective is to improve junior researchers’ 
methodological skills by offering in-door courses supplemented by fieldwork training supervised 
by advanced researchers. It also aims at helping networking between African and European 
students and researchers and on the long term strengthening institutional relationships between 
African and French universities and research centres. The training will be monitored by staff from 
France, Kenya, Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Mozambique, in order to enhance international and 
multidisciplinary scientific exchanges. 
 
The training targets advanced MA as well as PhD students in social sciences. This year's 
main topic will be the interdisciplinary use of various sources and triangulation methods, such as 
cross-checking data. Students that face such issues in their master and/or PhD dissertations are 
heavily encouraged to apply.  



Indeed, the debate about how to collect and analyse sources has been an ongoing concern in social 
sciences. Historians, but also political scientists, demographers, sociologists, geographers and 
anthropologists, each in their own way, collect and interpret various data and material, crossing 
archives with oral narratives or interviews, contemporary data with old maps, biographies with 
historical data, and so on and so forth. The goal of the training session is to develop skills in 
collecting sources that will be analysed from an interdisciplinary perspective. The students will then 
be able to use these methods to reflect and write on social reality in their own research project. 
Therefore, the systematic collection of sources will be looked at both in a qualitative and a 
quantitative way in order to help students progress in the understanding of social and political 
transformations. 

IFAS-Recherche will select three students from universities in South Africa and/or 
Mozambique and will fund their plane tickets Johannesburg/Cape Town-Nairobi-Eldoret or 
Maputo-Nairobi-Eldoret (return). For other costs see below.  

 
How to apply: 
 

1. Return the application form carefully filled in (especially the “Collecting and confronting a 
variety of sources in my research” (600 words)) to Dostin Lakika: research@ifas.org.za 
before May 10 2018. 

 
2. If short listed, you will be contacted by May 30 2018 and arrangements will be made for 

your travel: IFAS-Recherche will book your flights.  
  
3. Each participant should prepare a 10 min presentation (with one or two PowerPoint slides) 

to present their methodology and challenges regarding collecting and confronting primary 
sources in their research. This should be sent no later than July 10 2018. 

 
4. Please note that the organisation committee will provide for transport from Nairobi to Nandi 

Hills, local transport, meals and accommodation. Small expenses (like drinks, etc.) won't be 
taken care of by the organisation committee and no supplementary allowance will be given.  
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