
Press release issued by: Embassy of France in South Africa   October 6 2015 

 

Ambassador of France to South Africa, HE Elisabeth Barbier, will bestow upon South 

African architect Carin Smuts the award of Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres (award of 

Knight in the Order of Arts and Letters). 

 

 

 

Date: 7 October 2015 

Time: 6pm 

Venue: Alliance Française in Cape Town, 155 Loop Street 

 

About Carin Smuts: 

 

A graduate of the University of Cape Town, she formally co-established CS Studio Architects in Cape 

Town in 1989 after initiating projects since 1982. CS Studio Architects has consistently worked with 

underprivileged communities and championed projects involving integrated development planning 

and low-cost housing and has completed over 100 projects in rural and urban contexts. She became 

known in France in 2008 when she won the Global Award for Sustainable Architecture. Annually, 

this award honors five living architects who have made significant moves towards sustainability. The 

award, announced in Poissy, France, was given for the body of work which, over 20 years, focused on 

involving people to create more sustainable environments. Since 2008, she has collaborated with 

French architect Christophe Hutin, organizing workshops for South African and French students in 

Soweto and rehabilitating the French Institute (Ifas) building in Braamfontein, Johannesburg. She also 

works closely with French architect Odile Decq, whose school in Lyon, named Confluences, plans to 

open a branch called Confluences in Africa, allowing French and South African students to travel all 

over the continent to work with communities and practice their skills. During the French-South 



African Seasons in 2012/2013, La Cité de l’Architecture dedicated an exhibition to Smuts’ work. She 

has lectured all over France including: Paris, Lyon, Strasbourg, Bordeaux and Nice.  

 

About the Order of Arts and Letters: 

 

The Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) is a French decoration of honour 

established in 1957 and given by the French ministry of Culture. The award is given to recognise 

significant contributions to the arts, literature, or the propagation of these fields, in France and 

abroad. 

There are three levels: knight, officer and commander. 

South Africans who have been awarded the order: Johnny Clegg (1991), William Kentridge (2013), 

Ramadan Suleman (2014) and Naomi Morgan (2015). 
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