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A 14-KILOMETRE stretch of
the Western Aqueduct pipeline,
from Inchanga Station to Alver-
stone Reservoir and then on to
Ashley Drive in Kloof, is now
complete and, following pres-
sure testing and commission-
ing, will soon be put into ser-
vice.

Head of eThekwini Water
and Sanitation, Ednick Msweli,
said the city’s biggest ever bulk
water pipeline project was on
target for completion in 2017.

The newly completed seg-
ment of pipeline, which took 24
months to put in place, com-
prises the first two contracts of
the R1.8-billion second phase of
the Western Aqueduct. 

The first phase, which meas-
ures 20km and stretches from
the Umlaas Road Reservoir to
Inchanga, was commissioned
at the end of 2012.

Project manager, Martin
Bright, said pressure testing
was under way and Cycad Con-
struction was expected to hand
over the project to eThekwini
next month.

He said many residents in
the Botha’s Hill area, particu-
larly those living at the bottom
of the valley near the Inanda
Dam, would enjoy a more
consistent supply of water as
soon as the pipeline was fully
operational.

The second contract bet-
ween Alverstone Reservoir and
Ashley Drive in Kloof, that has
been completed by WK Con-
struction, has been success-
fully tested and is due to be also
handed over next month.

Bright said that roads exca-
vated to lay the pipe had been
completely rebuilt in places.

He confirmed the third con-
tract, involving the laying of
25km of pipeline from Ashley
Drive to Ntuzuma, was under
way.

He said the contractor, Esor
Construction, would be enter-
ing one of the more challen-
ging parts of this project as it
excavated the thoroughfare
near the Kloof Station to lay
the pipeline.

He said this would lead to
some traffic congestion and
said roadworks would continue
until 2017. Road closures and
detours would be clearly sign-
posted.

Another project milestone
reached is the awarding of a
fourth contract, for construc-
tion of an urgently needed
branch line running along Hay-
garth Road and under the N3 to
Tshelimnyama, to Esor Con-

struction.
This 16-month-long con-

tract, worth R88 million, is
expected to relieve water short-
ages in the Tshelimnyama
area. 

It will entail laying a
pipeline with a diameter of
600mm from the entrance to
Makaranga Lodge to the Hay-
garth Road Reservoir. From
there, a 500mm pipe will take
water to the existing reservoir
in Tshelimnyama.

This contract entails laying
8km of pipe, crossing under the
N3 at the Mariannhill Plaza.
However, according to Bright,
there would be no disruption to
traffic or visible construction
work affecting the N3. 

Esor Construction would
construct a pipe jack that will
push a 90-metre long concrete
sleeve under the N3. 

The new water pipe would
be inserted into this.

He said work by Icon Con-
struction on the Ashley Drive
break pressure tank was pro-
gressing well. On completion
during the third quarter of this
year, it is expected to hold 20
megalitres of water.

Tenders have closed for the
construction of the Wyebank
Break Pressure Tank and
eThekwini Water and Sanita-
tion is assessing bids, accord-
ing to Bright. Construction was
expected to take 18 months
with completion expected to-
wards the end of next year.

Msweli said the work would
ensure the eThekwini region
had some of the best bulk wa-
ter infrastructure in the region
and would “meet the needs of
the greater eThekwini region
for the next 30 years”.
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Latest phase of aqueduct almost ready

Road closures at Intengu Road, Kloof. Patrols are in place to assist traffic where roads have been
closed to allow the construction of the Western Aqueduct pipeline.

Wild boar
injures two
in garden
BERLIN: A wild boar
seriously injured an
elderly man and his son
after getting trapped in
their garden in Berlin,
Germany, police and
media said. 

The animal bit the
78-year-old and turned
on his 48-year-old son
as they tried to chase it
away in the north of
the city on Sunday,
police said. 

“The wild boar
apparently panicked
and started biting when
it couldn’t find its way
out,” the Berliner
Morgenpost newspaper
reported. 

Police called in a
hunter who shot the
animal dead. 

An estimated 4 000
boars live alongside
Berlin’s 3 million
human inhabitants, say
officials. 

Increasing numbers
have been coming into
urban areas searching
for food, holding up
traffic as they wander
across boulevards, but
rarely hurting anyone.
– Reuters

Challenges not insurmountable

Cosatu in
need of
cleansing
MAYIBONGWE MAQHINA

FORMER Cosatu gen-
eral secretary, Zwelinz-
ima Vavi, and Numsa
were the elephants in

the room at the start of the
Police and Prison Civil Rights
Union congress in Durban.

Delivering his political re-
port yesterday, Popcru presi-
dent Zizamele Cebekhulu said
the challenges experienced by
Cosatu should never be re-
garded as insurmountable.

“If the rain falls heavily, the
rivers will fill the sea with all
the dirt including, most proba-
bly, dead donkeys. The sea has
its own way of cleansing itself
of all this dirt,” Cebekhulu said
at the congress that ends on
Friday.

He also said Cosatu should
be applauded rather than de-
monised for cleansing itself of
the dirt.

“If anyone or any affiliate
feels these sound principles are
no longer suitable to them, they
must feel free to leave without
causing damage to the good
reputation of our beloved
movement.

“We cannot have the general
secretary (Vavi), who has polit-
ically crossed floors, being at
the helm of the federation. We
should never be vulnerable and
allow ill-disciplined affiliates
like Numsa to divert our feder-

ation or translate it into an
organisation driven by the
imperialist agenda,” he said.

He made the comments in
the presence of Cosatu presi-
dent Sdumo Dlamini, his
deputy, Zingiswa Losi, SACP
deputy chairman Thulas
Nxesi, deputy secretary Solly
Mapaila, transport Minister
Dipuo Peters and Popcru
founding leaders.

Cebekhulu charged that
Vavi, through Numsa leader-
ship, wanted to be ANC deputy
president at the ruling party’s
congress in 2012.

“This was meant to impose
him as heir apparent during
the ANC’s 54th National Con-
ference in 2017, leading him to
take over government in 2019.

“When that concealed and
destructive process failed dis-
mally, everybody must now see
and regard the ANC as an or-

ganisation that has adopted
right-wing policies.”

Cebekhulu warned Cosatu
affiliates which were boy-
cotting the central executive
committee meetings and call-
ing for the reinstatement of
Numsa and Vavi, to rejoin the
labour federation.

“However, this constructive
call should never be left to pro-
long unnecessarily, because we
have to rebuild this federation
without any further adjourn-
ment.”

The affiliates, he said, who
failed to heed the call faced be-
ing “regarded as the unwanted
ideological dirt which should
be organisationally cleaned
up”.

Cebekhulu said Numsa
would not be missed after it
was expelled for taking a reso-
lution to not support the ANC
in general elections, forming a
United Front and poaching
workers outside its support
base.

“We dearly welcome Limusa
(Liberated Metalworkers
Union of South Africa) to the
ranks of Cosatu. The metal
workers belong to Cosatu and
not to the obsolete and hopeless
United Front.”

Cebekhulu said the ANC re-
mained the leader of the tripar-
tite alliance, something he said
that went beyond the lifetime of
personalities.

Tribute 
to rugby
hero
Magxala
THE ANC in the Western Cape
has conveyed its condolences
on the passing of former rugby
player Thompson Magxala.

“The ANC in the Western
Cape extends its condolences to
the family of the African
Springbok and rugby legend
Thompson Magxala, who died
in Khayelitsha Hospital on
Saturday,” said the party’s
provincial secretary, Songezo
Mjongile.

“Thompson Magxala is a
hero to this country and is a
hero to the sporting fraternity.”

Magxala – survived by three
children, Vuyo, Bongani and
Vuyelwa, and three grand-
children – started his playing
career in 1962 with the Flying
Eagle Rugby Football Club.

“He was a tough, skilful and
agile lock forward who ended
his Test career as a hooker,”
said Mjongile.

Magxala, who was selected
for the Western Province Board
in 1962 and captained the Black
Springboks in 1974, retired
from rugby in 1979 and became
the president of the Flying
Eagle Club, and later, president
of Lagunya RFC.

In 1992, Magxala was ap-
pointed a senior selector of
the Western Province Rugby
Union.

Modest
“Thompson Magxala repre-

sents an era where only a sheer
force of will would see a black
man achieving even the most
modest of dreams,” said
Mjongile. “This was an era
where black people worked in
places, played on fields and
obscure corners that could
never justify their skills.”

“Magxala represents those
people who chose to push for-
ward with their aspirations,
who chose to endure the
blatant racism and the shutting
of doors in their faces so that 
at least those who would come
after them would have it a little
easier,” he said.

Mjongile said that as long
racism in sports persisted,
Magxala’s legacy called on
South Africans to act.

“As long as there are still
stereotypes and perceptions
that feed into selections of our
players, that determines who
rises and who falls, Magxala’s
legacy calls on us never to rest
until all players are treated
equally and fairly,” he said.

“We honour Thompson
Magxala and we are grateful to
his family for letting us share
him with them.” – African
News Agency

Vital lessons in land erosion experiment
KAMCILLA PILLAY

THE results of a successful
experiment in rehabilitating
heavily overgrazed land in ru-
ral KwaZulu-Natal could hold
the key to addressing environ-
mental and social challenges.

Potshini, in the Thukela
basin and 10km north of
Bergville, has been the site of
catchment area research by the
Water Research Commission,
France’s Institute for Research
and Development, and the
Department of Science and
Technology, among others,
since 2010.

A team of scientists, jour-
nalists and department offi-

cials were invited to observe
the area’s improvement first-
hand last week.

Previously bare, barren
ground, was now covered in
grass. The area had become
severely eroded and degraded
as a result of overgrazing by
cattle.

Dr Vincent Chaplot, a senior
scientist on the project, said his
team had identified ways to
store atmospheric carbon in
the soils, mainly through the
rehabilitation of the degraded
grasslands.

“These techniques imply a
profound rethinking of the way
cattle is allowed to use the land.
High intensity, but short dura-

tion grazing needs to be pro-
moted to yield grassland rehab-
ilitation and carbon allocation
to soils for the benefits of
ecosystems and humans.”

He warned that if nothing
was done in the near term,
land degradation would in-
crease, water would disappear
from rivers and the rural poor
would get poorer.

“Climate change will accel-
erate as more soil carbon will
reach the atmosphere and con-
tribute to global warming. SA
has to act. The high density,
short duration grazing has
been used with success on
many large-scale farms in SA
for several years, and with

great success. It should be
broadly promoted from na-
tional to local agencies and im-
plemented in the field,” he said.

Potshini was the “perfect”
place to explore issues faced by
rural communities, he said.

“It is located in a typical ru-
ral area where social and eco-
nomic problems are acute, but
with huge potential for job
creation and economic growth.” 

The field trip formed part of
the organisations’ joint meet-
ing ahead of the Conference of
the Parties 21 in Paris, entitled
“From Durban COP17 to Paris
COP21: Flagship workshop on
water science co-operation for
human capital development”.

CALL US
Do you have any
news? Call us at
031 308 2124 or
e-mail us at
dnnews@inl.co.za

Murder video
shown in court
WESTERN Cape High Court
Judge Patricia Goliath has
given the State the go-ahead to
show the court video footage
which allegedly captures
acclaimed artist and murder
accused Zwelethu Mthethwa
kicking and beating sex
worker Nokuphila Kumalo to
death in 2013.

Defence advocate William
Booth had requested a trial-
within-a-trial to determine the
authenticity and admissibility
of the CCTV footage. 

Earlier, Goliath said to
determine the authenticity of
the footage “the court is
obliged to view the footage.”
She granted the request for a
trial-within-a-trial.

Goliath said the accused
would not be prejudiced
should the CCTV footage be
viewed by the court. – ANA

Storms River
rape arrests
TWO men have been arrested
for the rape of a 47-year-old
American woman in the
Tsitsikamma area on Sunday,
police said yesterday.

“It is alleged that on
Sunday… a woman was
jogging in the Tsitsikamma
area, in Storms River, when
she was overpowered by two
unknown men who raped
her,” police said.

Police launched a search
for the suspects after the
woman, confirmed to be a US
citizen who teaches at an
American school in Gauteng,
reported the rape.

The two suspects, aged 25
and 26, were arrested a few
hours after the incident. 

They are expected to
appear in Storms River
Magistrate’s court tomorrow.
– ANA

Escaped lion still on loose
THE exact whereabouts of the
lion which escaped from the
Karoo National Park and has
been roaming across swathes of
the Karoo for 11 days, killing a
number of livestock in the
area, was still unknown,
wildlife authorities said
yesterday.

The Karoo National Park
yesterday confirmed that the
lion had not been spotted since
the weekend, when it was seen
on a farm near to the national
park, but that it had disap-
peared moments after roaring
at trackers who had been trail-
ing the animal.

To date, the three-year-old
male lion had killed 13 ewes,
one ram and a 150kg kudu on
the nearby Marais Farm dur-
ing the 11 days since it escaped
through a hole in the perimeter
fence of the national park.

The average price of a sheep

varied between R4 000 and
R6 500, depending on size and
weight.

The lion is believed to have
been forced out of the park by
older, more dominant males,
and escaped through a hole in
the fence caused by flood
damage.

According to Fayroush Lu-
dick, spokesperson for SAN-
Parks, the search and tracking
party was made up of 20 peo-
ple, which included a master
tracker, five vehicles as well as
a helicopter.

The lion was last spotted on
a road that links Leeu-Gamka
and Fraserburg.

Ludick said a vet was on
standby to come in via helicop-
ter to dart the animal from the
air once the tracking team had
managed to pin down the lion’s
exact location. – African News
Agency

Transport sector policing integration
MAYIBONGWE MAQHINA

PLANS to bring policing of the
transport sector under a single
command structure were being
considered, but were at an
early stage.

Transport Minister Dipuo
Peters, speaking at the Popcru
congress in Durban yesterday,
reminded delegates that resolu-
tions still needed to be imple-
mented from the ANC confer-
ences.

“Comrades we have an un-
finished task of single police
service,” she said, referring to
the ANC’s Polokwane confer-
ence in 2007. That ANC confer-

ence had resolved that the
municipal, metro and traffic
police should be placed under
the command and control of
the national commissioner of
the SAPS.

Peters said the transport
sector had already started to
deliberate on the notion of a
single police force for the trans-
port sector, and to make inputs
for a broader integration of
police forces under a single
command structure.

“I have directed transport
entities that have a policing
function within their portfo-
lios to constitute themselves
into a working group,” she said

about the discussion she has
ordered among transport enti-
ties such as the Road Manage-
ment Corporation and the Pas-
senger Rail Agency of South
Africa.

She said the working group
would develop policy options to
guide the work in the process of
consolidating the policing func-
tions in the transport sector.

“This will ultimately lead to
integration of transport poli-
cing into a consolidated na-
tional police,” Peters added.

She also said it had been
recommended that Popcru be
represented in the working
group.

ZIZAMELE CEBEKHULU

Dr Vincent Chaplot, a
senior scientist at
France’s IRD (Institute
for Research and
Development),
demonstrates how
water erosion affects
degraded land. On
land unprotected by
plant growth, rates of
erosion are far higher.


