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First event “French Tech” in Joburg: Digital skills development 

15  September 2016, Johannesburg 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

 

Dear guests and friends,  

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you tonight for this first event 

of “la French Tech” in Johannesburg, dedicated to digital skills 

development in South Africa.  

The brand “La French Tech” was launched by the French 

government at the end of 2013. The initial purpose was to 

acknowledge the major communities of start-up companies in 

France, in order to stimulate their development and boost their 

visibility at an international scale. It is made for entrepreneurs and it 

is animated by them. 

Over the last few years, the number of fast-growing technological 

businesses in France has increased drastically. In Paris only, more 
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than 4000 start-up companies have grown up and been supported 

through “La French Tech”, and this number will be even more 

important with the launch, next year, of “Station F”, the 1000 start-

up incubator, the biggest in Europe. For this reason, John 

Chambers, executive chairman of Cisco, recently wrote in a French 

economic journal that “France could be the Silicon Valley of 

tomorrow”. 

“La French Tech” has now moved to acknowledging a dozen of 

international metros, where the French entrepreneurial ecosystem is 

particularly active. South Africa, with Cape Town, was selected on 

29 January this year by the French government to be part of this 

club of international ecosystems – called French Tech Hubs – along 

with New York, Tokyo, San Francisco, London or Moscow to name 

but a few. The only other African country city selected is Abidjan.  

 

Cape Town was selected because it gathered an already structured 

and vibrant French Tech entrepreneur’s ecosystem. But don’t get 

me wrong, this French Tech Hub has a national outreach in South 

Africa, with members also established in Johannesburg. I therefore 
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encourage, in this regard, all the French Tech entrepreneurs in 

South Africa to use this brand for their own marketing and to join 

the “French Tech Cape Town” community. 

Also, “La French Tech” in South Africa is not a self-centered 

initiative. It aims at creating jobs and opportunities and enabling 

South African start-ups to access France in order to boost their 

business development and technological partnerships. 

In this regard, France recently launched the “French Tech Ticket”, 

an international entrepreneurial competition awarding both a 

financial and assistance/guidance package over one year in France. 

There were no South Africans selected on the first edition last year, 

but, thanks to our French tech Hub, I know they could be part of the 

group of 2017 when 200 new recipients are selected. The closing 

date for this call is the 23
rd

 of September.  

The French Embassy recently signed, on 29 July, a new cooperation 

agreement with the Technology Innovation Agency, to launch what 

we call the “Young Entreprise Initiative” South Africa. This is a 

program dedicated to South African entrepreneurs in the 

“cleantech” environment, to allow them to grow their business in 
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France, through an intensive acceleration program, scheduled next 

December, in France.  

The French Tech community in South Africa plays an increasing role 

in the skills development area, which is precisely the topic of 

tonight. Business incubators and accelerators such as Methys Labs 

and the Digital Lab Africa are committed to developing the next 

“tech” entrepreneurial skills in South Africa. The coding school 

“Wethinkcode” is also very active in developing the new generation 

of coding talents. I could also quote the F’SATI, which can be 

considered as the oldest French South African Tech initiative as it 

reaches 20 years this year, which trains Master degree and PhD’s in 

engineering.  

Well, the next French speakers will give you a flavor of all these 

initiatives. 

The last project I would like to mention is actually still work in 

progress: the development of a French-South African Tech Lab in 

Cape Town. In this regard, I would like to stress our growing 

partnership with the Department of Small Business and its agency, 
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SEDA, and to thank them for their support in making this project a 

reality.  

This initiative would be the first of its kind abroad, for the French 

Tech community, after San Francisco. Even though it is not yet 

launched and operational, I hope we can replicate the same initiative 

in the coming years in Gauteng and we are open to all sponsors !  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In closing, let me thank warmly our sponsors, Orange, Mazars, Île de 

France and Atnetplanet, for their support and contribution to the 

success of this reception, as well as our partners Dassault 

Systemes, Gemalto and Schneider Electric, along with Orange, for 

supporting the French Tech Hub. And I can’t stress enough the 

crucial involvement of Christophe VIARNAUD in the creation of the 

French Tech Hub Cape Town. French companies here are clearly 

committed to building a great business relationship, a strong 

partnership, between France and South Africa. 

Thank you all again for your presence and I hope you will benefit 

from tonight’s networking opportunity. 


