
EMG is an independent, not-for profit 
organisation established in 1991.  

We hope to encourage environmental practices that lead to a 
more human relationship with each other and the natural envi-
ronment. 
 
Our mission is to awaken the potential in ourselves and others to 
engage powerfully, mindfully and creatively in our relationship 
with the natural environment and resources that sustain life.  

We believe that society's relationship with the natural environ-
ment is inextricably bound to our relationships with each other, 
and that true "sustainable development" is not possible without 
economic and social justice. 

SAAMSTAANSAAMSTAANSAAMSTAAN   

SAAMSTAAN is a play about Joyce, a farmworker and mother who takes on the challenge of changing her life and 
the life of everyone on the farm she works.  Joyce, her mother: Ma Sussie and her daughter: Tammy represent 
three different generations on the farm. Ma Sussie represents the old conservative and self deprecating attitude 
that is indicative of the country’s apartheid past with its paternalistic industrial relations. Whilst Tammy, her grand-
daughter represents the idealism of the post apartheid dream. Joyce is caught between the two as her family and 
our society tries to transition to a better South Africa. 

AFIT is a  network of small-
farmer and farm-worker or-
ganisations who sell their 
products to Fair trade Mar-
kets. 

The international fair trade system is a 
potentially significant force for a more 
socially and environmentally sustainable 
agriculture.  

EMG works with the Association of Fair-
ness in Trade (AFIT) to provide a voice for 
small farmers and workers within the fair 
trade system.  

The objective of the project is to raise awareness of rights amongst farm 
workers in the Western Cape, build the confidence of farm workers to exer-
cise these rights and provide information and networks with local organisa-
tions to support them to do so.  

The project focusses on the use of theatre as a medium to raise awareness 
and the medium of Forum theatre where theatre is used in a smaller work-
shop environment to reinforce broader learning around basic rights and build 
workers communication, conflict resolution and negotiations skills. 

The use of theatre as a form of delivering popular education around issues of 
farm worker rights, provides participants with information about their rights 
whilst also illustrating how to act on their rights. Theatre provides a safe 
place to convey both the context workers are currently in and new and differ-
ent ways of being in society. It affirms more healthy personal, social and in-
dustrial relations.   

The reach of the project  is increased through the use of radio  where  the 
voice of workers on specific issues is raised and linked to interviews with ex-
perts on farm worker issues.  

SUPPORTING FARM WORKER EMPOWERMENT IN 
THE BOLAND THROUGH THEATRE AND RADIO  


