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Lesotho and France celebrate Bastille Day  
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 MASERU- Ambassador of France to Lesotho, Elisabeth Barbier celebrated France’s national day, 

Bastille    Day with Basotho in Maseru yesterday. This commemorates France’s celebrated  call for 

freedom, and the  unity of the French Nation. 

 Speaking at the occasion, the Ambassador of France to Lesotho, Elisabeth Barbier said the Day is 

called Bastille because it is in commemoration of the storming of the Bastille fortress on the 14 July 

1789. 

Barbier further recalled the historic relationship between France and Lesotho. 

“I would like to remind you that the relationship between France and Lesotho goes back to almost as 

far as the French Revolution. 

Indeed, it started with the summoning of the first of three missionaries of the Paris Evangelical 

Mission by King Moshoeshoe I in 1833.” 

She again recalled that throughout the nineteenth century, French missionaries both protestant and 

catholic, came to Lesotho to help cement the Basotho people’s identity, in particular through the 

study of the  Sesotho language. 

“Through them, we were able to know the Basotho people better, their fearless fight for 

independence, but also their warmth and hospitality,” said Barbier. 

Barbier noted that the bonds between the country of France and Lesotho have continued to grow 

and it is her hope that it will continue to grow further. 

“I need to remind you that today the most visible French presence in Maseru is the Alliance 

Francaise, in existence since 1981,” she said. 
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She emphasized that this year is particularly important for France in particular, because from the 

30th November to 11th December, they will be hosting and chairing of UN conference on climate 

change. 

“The stakes are high; the aim is to reach for the first time, a universal, legally binding agreement that 

will enable us to combat climate change effectively and boost the transition towards low-carbon, 

resilient economies that provide prosperity while protecting the planet,” she said. 

The Ambassador continued: “To achieve this, the future agreement must focus equally on mitigation, 

that is, efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in order to limit global warming to below 2⁰ C and 

on societies’ adaption to existing climate changes. 

These efforts must take into account the needs and capacities of each country, big and small.” 

Although climate change may not be felt yet in everyday life in Lesotho, there are potentially severe 

consequences for the economy-impacting on agricultural production, the export of water to South 

Africa, the potential to generate renewable energy through hydropower and wind. 

“I know that the government through its national climate change committee is already working hard 

on strategies to improve coping mechanisms and to enhance its capacity for adaption and 

mitigation,” Barbier noted. 

At the same occasion, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Relations, Tlohang Sekhamane 

indicated that Lesotho and France had developed in an important and sustainable program of 

cooperation for the learning of French language since 2009. 

“It is a milestone since it is the first time we celebrate this auspicious occasion, and this is 

cementing the relationship of the two countries and therefore on behalf of the government and the 

people of Lesotho, I should thank the Republic of France,” said Sekhamane. 

The Minister said Lesotho had shown a great commitment to the French language and that more 

than 200 students choose it as their main course in the National University of Lesotho (NUL). 

He concluded: “Up to now, France maintains a very special partnership with us, therefore I would like 

to extend my gratitude to our partners continuing to strengthen our relationship.” 

 


