
 
 

F’SAGRI INNOVATION PRIZE CONTEST 

             Terms of reference  

 

ARTICLE 1: Presentation of the contest 

 

The French South African Agricultural Institute (F’SAGRI), created in 2015, provides for 

capacity building of 3 South African universities (Universities of Limpopo, Venda and Fort 

Hare) and research institutes in the agricultural and food sectors. It also provides for the 

development of innovative companies and more generally a close link with companies in the 

agricultural and agri-food sector. To do so, F’SAGRI gathers South African as well as French 

institutions: Department of Science and Innovation, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries, Agricultural Research Council, National Research Foundation, the three 

Universities, Agreenium and the French Embassy. 

In 2019, the F’SAGRI launches its first Innovation Prize. 

The Innovation Prize is intended for young students and researchers from the three 

universities (Universities of Limpopo, Fort Hare and Venda) or start-up companies on the 

condition that the laureates startups then engage in a partnership with F’SAGRI universities 

by taking interns, proposing study cases, participating in workshops. 

 

For more information, send your questions by email to: 

Severine.jaloustre@ul.ac.za 

 

 

ARTICLE 2: Conditions of participation 

 

2.1 - The candidates 

May apply for any natural person or group of persons including at least one student or 

graduate of the institution. By “student” is meant: person currently in initial training, whatever 

his / her degree (Bachelor, Master, Engineer, PhD, ...). The term "graduate" means a person 

who has completed a degree program, a graduate of the three universities. 

Start-up companies are also allowed to compete on the condition that the laureates startups 

then engage in a partnership with F'SAGRI universities by taking interns, proposing study 

cases, participating in workshops 

 

The following are not eligible to compete: organizers. 

 

2.2 - The projects 

Any project submitted must meet the following general criteria: 

- Be a personal project and related to the following themes: agronomy, agri-food, agriculture, 

environment, sustainable development. 

- Present a quality of writing and presentation. 

- Describe precisely the objectives of the project. 

- Demonstrate feasibility and ambition in relation to the possible follow-up and consequences. 

- Include a plan of realization. 

- Present a certain originality and creativity. 



ARTICLE 3: Terms of participation 

 

Any candidate wishing to participate in the Innovation Prize contest will have to submit a 

complete file describing precisely the project (6 pages maximum, see help frame in appendix 

1), by e-mail only to the following address: Severine.jaloustre@ul.ac.za, by October 2, 2019 

at midnight. 

This form can be downloaded from the sites:  

https://za.ambafrance.org/  
Any incomplete or non-compliant application (deadline, subject – see Article 2, quality of 

presentation and drafting, etc.) will not be validated. Any attempt at fraud will result in the 

immediate cancellation of the participation. 

 

ARTICLE 4: Selection methods 

 

4.1 – Selection committee 

The jury will be composed of representatives of French and South African institutions. 

The deliberations of the Jury will be done and will remain confidential. 

Members of the Jury who have read this Regulation are bound by a duty of confidentiality. 

 

4.2 – Selection 

The pre-selection of the projects will be carried out on the basis of the summary & 

commitment and the presentation file (6 pages maximum, see appendix 1).  

Pre-selected candidates will have to submit a poster which presents the project (a model frame 

to respect will be provided) or a Powerpoint presentation (model to be provided) to return 

only by email to: 

Severine.jaloustre@ul.ac.za 

The deadline for posters or Powerpoint presentations is October 26, 2019 at midnight. 

The complete projects will then be presented orally before a jury composed of experts inside 

and outside the institutions. The terms are as follows: 

- 5 minutes for the oral presentation 

- followed by questions 

For a team-assembled project, a project manager must be designated to represent the other 

members. It is expected that the presentations will take place on November 6, 2019 in the 

University of Limpopo. The exact schedules will be specified later. 

If a candidate presents a project about innovative food and, depending on the progress of the 

project, he may be asked to produce it in premises of the Limpopo Agrofood Technology 

Station and a tasting may also be requested. 

 

4.3 – Attendance 

Any pre-selected candidate undertakes to make every effort to present his project to the jury. 

In case of impediment, the organizing committee must imperatively be notified 3 (three) 

weeks before the defense. If the project can’t be presented to the jury, it will be eliminated. 

 

4.4 – Awarding of prizes 

Once the defenses are over, the selection committee of the competition will decide on the 

awarding of prizes. 

The names of the winners will remain secret until the award ceremony. 

For projects submitted as a team, a person must be nominated to receive the full prize 

awarded to the project. This project manager will be the privileged interlocutor of the contest 

organizers. 

https://za.ambafrance.org/


ARTICLE 5: Prize awarding 

 

The competition is endowed with ZAR 45000 of prizes and a maximum of 9 bursaries for 

mobility to France. 

The laureates of the 9 best projects will be sent to France, probably in October and November 

2020 to:  

 Attend a French large food innovation exhibition, the SIAL event, 18-22 October 2020 

(https://www.sialparis.com/). Depending on their projects, they could have a stand 

during this exhibition; 

 Work on their projects in structures accordingly selected (laboratories, enterprises, 

business incubators, innovation hubs…); 

 Attend a French event dedicated to French and African agricultural startups, the Agri 

Startup Summit and its learning tour, during one week at the end of November. 

 

The laureates undertake to make every effort to attend this ceremony, which will take place 

on November 6, 2019, or to be represented by a member of their team. 

 

ARTICLE 7: Calendar 

 

October 2, 2019 midnight: deadline for submission of projects 

October 26, 2019: deadline for submission of posters or Powerpoint presentations 

November 5, 2019: food processing in Limpopo Agrofood Technology Station, if needed 

November 6, 2019: hearing of candidates and awards ceremony 

 

ARTICLE 8: Reserve clauses 

 

The organizing and selection committees reserve the right, without liability: 

- To change the overall value of the endowment or the number of awards listed in Article 6 in 

the event of an insufficient number of quality projects. 

- To extend, shorten, modify the schedule or cancel the present operation, if the quality of the 

projects presented is insufficient or if the number of applications is insufficient. 

- To arbitrate any dispute concerning the protests related to this contest. 

 

ARTICLE 9: Acceptance of the Rules and Obligations 

 

The participation in the contest and the submission of the application file shall entail, for the 

participants, the acceptance of all the clauses of the present rules and for the winners the free 

acceptance of the publication, in all modes, of the summaries of the projects (to be provided 

by the successful candidates for the second assignment) for media purposes in the context of 

this operation. 

The laureates undertake to use the endowments only as part of the project they have submitted 

for the Innovation Prize Contest. 

To this end, at the request of the organizing and selection committees, the winners agree to 

provide a year after the award ceremony a report of the project. This may remain confidential 

at the express request of the candidate. 

The organizing and selection committees undertake not to distribute the participants' details 

without the prior consent of the interested parties. 

  


