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Ambassador Jean-Marc Châtaigner, Director General of the Research Institute for Development (IRD), will 

travel to South Africa on 29 and 30 June 2015. At the heart of this mission are the participation to the 

workshop "Remote Sensing and Malaria" held at the University of Pretoria and meetings with the 

scientific community to consolidate the partnership. 

 

Impacts of climate change on malaria epidemics 

 

Labeled as a side-event to the international scientific conference "Our common future under climate 

change", co-organized by IRD  from 7 to 10 July 2015 in Paris, the workshop "Remote Sensing and Malaria" will 

be held at the University of Pretoria (UP) on 29 and 30 June organized by the Faculty of Health Sciences at UP, 

the French space agency (CNES), the Embassy of France in South Africa and IRD (laboratory ESPACE-DEV), 

the event will be the opportunity for researchers from different areas (health, environment, remote sensing) to 

discuss the conditions for setting up a joint research project in the field of surveillance of malaria epidemics by 

satellite. 

 

As a matter of fact, over 10% of the South African population is exposed to this parasitic disease, transmitted to 

humans by mosquitoes of the Anopheles genus. Health authorities fear that ongoing climate change will increase 

the risk of epidemics, because of changes in environmental conditions. In this context, the use of satellite tool is 

effective for disease surveillance: it allows identifying the climatic conditions favorable to the proliferation of 

mosquitoes and to alert the public authorities to quickly implement strategies for risk prevention. 

 

Strengthening the partnership with South Africa 

 

During this mission, Jean-Marc Châtaigner will meet with Daan du Toit, Deputy Director General in charge of 

international cooperation at the Department of Science and Technology, and Roeland van de Geer, Ambassador 

of the European Union in South Africa, with whom he will discuss the continuation of the European project 

ERAfrica. Coordinated by IRD between 2011 and 2014, this EU-funded project has fostered collaborations 

between Europe and Africa in the field of scientific and technological research, to promote innovation and 

development in the African continent. 

 

Jean Marc Châtaigner will also meet: 

 

 Dr Maclean Sibanda, CEO of the Innovation Hub which hosts the CNRS-IRD joint office in South Africa, 
to discuss the preparation of Africa-Techno, a regional forum on the protection and valorization of 
inventions and access to innovative technologies in Africa through technology transfer. Africa Techno 
will take place in South Africa in november 2015; 

 Dr Aldo Stroebel, executive director in charge of international relations and cooperation with the National 

Research Foundation (NRF), in the context of the renewal of the cooperation agreements on science 

and innovation concluded between the NRF and the French research institutes; 

 Dr Sandile Malinga, CEO of the South African National Space Agency (SANSA), to debrief the workshop 

"Remote Sensing and malaria"; 

 

 

http://www.commonfuture-paris2015.org/
http://www.commonfuture-paris2015.org/
http://www.espace.ird.fr/


 

 

 

 Dr Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, Executive Secretary of NEPAD, in the framework of regional scientific 

cooperation; 

 The scientific counsellors of embassies of Member States and associated countries to the EU to address 

the issue of European scientific diplomacy in Africa. 

  

The director general of IRD will also meet with researchers and staff of the Institute and the staff of the Service of 

Cooperation and Cultural Affairs of the Embassy of France. Together they will assess ongoing partnership actions 

and events in preparation of COP21. They will also draw the conclusions of the side-event "From the COP 17 in 

Durban at COP21in Paris: water science in cooperation for the development of human capital," which was held 

on 11 and 12 June in Durban. 

 

Media Briefing 

 

June 29, 2015 at 10h: University of Pretoria, plant sciences Complex, Hatfield Campus. 

 

Press Contacts 

 

 IRD Headquarters : Cristelle Duos | presse@ird.fr | T : (33) 4 91 99 94 87   

 Embassy of France in South Africa: Eleanor Van Zuydam: Media@ambafrance-rsa.org | (27) 0 12 425 

1680 

 

Pour aller plus loin 

 

 L’IRD en Afrique du Sud : www.afrique-australe.cnrs.ird.fr  

 Program of the workshop «remote-sensing and malaria » : http://www.afrique-australe.cnrs.ird.fr/all-

news/news-in-southern-africa/workshop-on-remote-sensing-and-malaria  

 ERAFRICA Project: http://www.erafrica.eu/  

 

 
IRD research, training and innovation in the South, with the South and for the South  

 

IRD is an original and unique research organization in the European landscape of Research for Development. IRD is 

a French governmental institution for science and technology under the dual supervision of the Ministry of National 

Education, Higher Education and Research and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development. It 

seeks to meet the major development challenges by conducting research, training and innovation in the South, for the 

South and with the South, a constant concern for knowledge sharing and pooling of resources and skills. 

 

From its headquarters in Marseille and two metropolitan centers of Bondy and Montpellier, it deploys its activities in 

almost 90 countries in Africa, the Mediterranean, Latin America, Asia and in the French tropical   overseas territories. 

Based on interdisciplinarity and intersectorality, the partnership projects address critical issues for the Southern 

regions, for North-South relations and global public goods at an international scale: infectious and chronic diseases, 

food security, climate change, water resources, biodiversity, development of societies, vulnerabilities and social 

inequalities, international trade, migration  

www.ird.fr 
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