
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

PORT CALL OF THE FRENCH 
AMPHIBIOUS SUPPLY SHIP 

LA GRANDIERE IN  
CAP TOWN 

28 May to 2nd of June 2016 

  
 

   



 

 

 

PRESS CONFERENCE 

An informal press briefing will be held during the “Vin d’honneur” on the 1st of June at 12:00 pm 
onboard the amphibious supply ship La Grandière. Journalists will be welcomed by the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-commander Nicolas NAPAL, the Consul of France in Johannesburg, Mr Xavier 
d’ARGOEUVES, and Colonel Jean-Marie MONOT, Defence Attaché. 
 

Location 
Cape Town Harbour, Waterfront Quay 2  
 

 
 
           Emplacement du La Grandière 

 Accès véhicules de livraisons et agence de voyage 

 
Sequence of events: 
▪ Presentation of the amphibious supply ship la Grandière and its missions by Lt-CDR Nicolas NAPAL, 
Commanding officer of the La Grandière. 
▪ Questions/responses. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Landing Ship « La Grandière » 

             SUMMARY 

 Historic 

 Main characteristics 

 Missions 

o Amphibious 

o Supply 

o Representation 

 The Crew 

 

Put on the dock the 27th of August 1984, became active the 21th of January 1987, 

last unit of five similar ships, the « La Grandière » is a landing ship with original 

amphibious capabilities.  

Able to deploy an Army unit for operations abroad, carrying and disembarking 

quickly troops and vehicles by beaching, the landing ship « La Grandière » is the 

amphibious asset for the French Armed Forces of South Indian Ocean (FAZSOI). 

 Based in Port-des-Galets in La Réunion, the « La Grandière » operates in the Indian 

Ocean providing missions such as sovereignty, supply of Eparses Islands (Mozambic 

channel), deployment of troops and contribution to the French diplomacy by 

representation and cooperation.  



 

 

 HISTORIC 

The Landing ship « La Grandière » is the fourth of the name. Before there were: 

1893-1910: A gunboat, intended for a mission of surveillance and combat in the 

“Haut-Mékong” region against Siam troops. 

1922-1937: A cannons ship of Yang-Tsé, in charge of hydrographic research and the 

protection of commercial navigation. She was the only one able to go back up the river 

until 3500 kilometers from the sea. 

1939-1959: A class BOUGAINVILLE colonial frigate. She participated to the battle of 

Casablanca in November 1942. Between 1941 and 1944 she escorted convoys in the 

Atlantic and the Mediterranean Sea. Then she participated to operations in the Pacific 

until 1945. She served in Indochina from 1947 to 1951, with operations in Korea in 1950. 

Then she was use as an escort of the helicopter carrier “Jeanne d’Arc” between 1952 and 

1959.  

 

The motto of « La Grandière »: 

Virtute et unguibus potens 
Bravery and stubbornness provide us with power 

The colonial frigate « La Grandière » in 1945. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristics  

Length 80 meters 

Beam 13 meters 

Draft Ahead 1,8 m   ;  Astern 3,5 m  

Displacement 1 262 tons;  1575 tons on load 

Speed 11 knots 

Range 
3 500 nautical miles à 13 knots 
or 10 days with 138 passengers 

 
 
Crew 
 

6 officers ; 32 petty officers ;  
 

15 seamen 

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS 

Crane (10 tonnes)  

Hold access 

Hangar (215 tonnes) 

Middle deck (100 tonnes) 

Stem doors 

Ramp 

Helipad  

Bridge  



 

 

 

MISSIONS 

 SURVEILLANCE :  in the 

French territories or abroad  

By participating to the French state action at 

sea, to local joint exercises or by calling at 

foreign ports, the “La Grandière” maintains the 

presence of France in the South Indian Ocean. 

She often has to go to Madagascar, Mauritius 

or Seychelles. 

 AMPHIBIOUS MISSIONS : 

transportation of an infantry 

company : 138 men with their 

weapons, equipment and vehicles 

In the FAZSOI, the “La Grandière” was given 

the mission to ensure safety in the South 

Indian Ocean. She takes part in various joint 

exercises (Madagascar 2013, Papangue 

2012…) which make the crew work with 

French Army and French Air Force units 

based in La Réunion and with forces from 

nearby foreign countries such as Mauritius, 

Seychelles, Mozambic, South Africa or 

Madagascar. 

 SUPPLY: transportation of 

bulk or packed materials up to 

314 tons. 

One of the main missions of the “La Grandière” 

is to supply the Eparses Islands (Glorieuses, Juan 

de Nova and Europa) twice a year, in 

March/April and October/September 



 

 

 

 

Focus on the amphibious missions 

The «La Grandière », with its great 

carrying capabilities in terms of 

supplies (up to 138 men and 26 

vehicles, or 350 passengers) and its 

ability to beach, is ideal for joint or 

allied amphibious missions. 

Example of an amphibious mission – 4th March of 2013 

“The « La Grandière » transported the « 2ème RPIMA » (a French Army paratroopers unit) and its vehicles from La 

Réunion to Madagascar and then took the French Foreign Legion Detachment in Mayotte (DLEM) to the 

« Glorieuses » islands. The boarding party of the ship participated in an amphibious raid and an anti-piracy 

exercise with the Legion. The “La Grandière” then took the troops back to Mayotte, called at Majunga, 

Madagascar, and at the Eparses island “Juan de Nova” before proceeding to Tamatave in order to transport the 

« 2ème RPIMA » back to La Réunion.” 

 

These three weeks allowed the ship to practice its main abilities: transportation of 21 vehicles disembarked by 

beaching; deployment of 130 legionaries and paratroopers using several small boats; amphibious raid with four 

boats. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on the Eparses Islands 

The Eparses Islands are small islands in 

the South West Indian Ocean. They are 

located between Madagascar in Africa, 

in the Mozambique Channel. 

There are five of them: Europa, Bassas 

de India, Juan de Nova and the 

Glorieuses Islands. 

Fifteen military soldiers are on duty on each island for 45 days to ensure the French sovereignty in the 

Exclusive Economic Zone. 

The mission of the “La Grandière” is to: 

– supply the soldiers on the islands with oil, gas and water 

– keep a watch on fishing activities and territorial waters. Indeed the Exclusive Economic Zone around 

the Eparses Islands is 640.000 square kilometers wide. Moreover the soldiers on the islands are not 

able to control the area because of lack of small boats. 

On the 14th of February 2013, the boarding 

party of the « La Grandière » took a military 

policeman from “Grande Glorieuse” to the Lys 

Island for a reconnaissance. 

Two small boats and seven fishermen were 

found there despite the banning of access and 

were asked to leave. 

The help from the ship allowed the military 

policemen to ensure the control of the islands in 

the area. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 53 crew members of the « La Grandière » form a competent, trained and united crew. 

 A competent crew 

The crew is usually made up with 6 officers, 32 petty officers and 15 seamen. It is divided in four 

departments: 

- The operations department, in charge of navigation supply carrying 

- The deck/weaponry department 

- The commissariat/healthcare department 

- The platform department, in charge of engines and all auxiliary equipments 

All crew members are trained to do various tasks. 

The cook for instance is also a baker, a fireman and a 20 millimeter shooter 

 

 A trained crew   

Every crew member is trained and prepared to act with accuracy in case of an emergency. 

In 2014, 129 fire exercises, 58 security exercises, 13 “man at sea” exercises and 20 firing exercises 

were organized on board for training 

 

 A united crew   

 

A united crew knows how to react against 

adversity. Each seaman knows he can rely on 

the man next to him. This a major concern for 

the officers. Cohesion activities are organized 

periodically in order to achieve it. 

 

Focus on the crew 



 

 

Her Excellency, Ms Elisabeth BARBIER – Ambassador of France in South Africa 

Elisabeth BARBIER, was born on 13th September 1954 

 Diploma (Masters) Institute of Political Studies (Paris) 

 Diploma National Institute of Oriental Languages and 
Civilizations (litt Arabic, Maghreb Arabic dialect, Hebrew) 
Minister plenipotentiary, 1st class 

Diplomatic career: 

- Vice-Consul in Jerusalem, 1977–1979 

- At MFA headquarters, (Nuclear and space issues), Paris, 

France, 1980-1982 

- First Secretary in Pretoria, South Africa, 1982-1986 

- Second Counsellor in New Delhi, India, 1986-1988 

- Second Counsellor in Rabat, Morocco, 1988-1991 

- At MFA headquarters (Asia and Oceania), head of Pacific sub-division, 1991-1992 

- MFA headquarters (Asia and Oceania) head of South Asia sub-division, 1992-1994 

- Consul General in Johannesburg, South Africa, 1994-1998 

- Deputy Permanent Representative, Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe,  

   Vienna, Austria, 1998-2003 

- At MFA headquarters, Deputy Director General for Africa and Indian Ocean, Paris, France,  

   2003-2006 

- Ambassador of France in Kenya 2006-2010 

- Ambassador in charge of the Renegociation of Franco-African Defence Agreements,  

   2011-2012 

- Director General  Africa and Indian Ocean from February 2012 

- Ambassador to the Republic of South Africa (since February 2013) 

 

Honorary distinctions 

Officer of the National Order of Merit 

Knight of the Legion of Honour 

Languages 

English 

Arabic 

Hebrew 



 

 

Mr Xavier d’ARGOEUVES – Consul of France in CAPE TOWN 

 

Born September 21st, 1967. 

Graduation from French Business School in Grenoble (Sup de Co). 

Swahili studies at the National institute of Oriental Languages (Paris). 

Diploma in Business Analysis from Lancaster University (UK). 

 

 

Professional experience  

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Paris), Financial Division (1994-1996). 

Vice-Consul in Kiev, Ukraine (1996-1998). 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, African Division (1998-2000). 

First Secretary in Dar Es Salam, Tanzania (2000-2004). 

First Secretary in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (2004-2006). 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Strategic Affairs Division, Arms Control Unit (2006-2009). 

Deputy Head of Mission, French Embassy in Yangoon, Myanmar. 

Mr. d’Argœuves is the Consul of France in Cape Town as of August 30th, 2013. He currently resides in 

Cape Town with his wife and their four children. 



 

 

Colonel (Air Force) Jean-Marie MONOT – Defence Attaché in Pretoria 

 

 

Date of birth on 21 July 1962 
French Air Force Academy in 1983 

 
 
 
1986  Flying Officer, 01.004 « Dauphiné » Fighter Squadron, Luxeuil AFB 
1991  Flight commander, 01.004 « Dauphiné » Fighter Squadron, Luxeuil   
   AFB 
1993  Test pilot school, Istres 
1994 Rafale program officer, French Air Force Operational Evaluation Center 

(CEAM), Istres 
1997 Commander, Rafale program team, French Air Force Operational Evaluation 

Center (CEAM), Istres 
1999  Joint Staff College, Paris 
2000  Commander, Ground Training Crew Center, Air Force Academy 
2003  Commander, Test Pilot School, Istres 
2005  Project Officer, Asia, international relations Bureau,  
   French Air Force Headquarters, Paris 
2007   Institute of Advanced Studies in National Defence (Armament) 
2008  National Defence College New Delhi 
2009  Defence Attaché New Delhi  
2012   Air Advisor to the Director for International Development 
2014   Defence Attaché Pretoria 
 
 
Promotion  
 
1st August 2005    Colonel 
 
 
Decorations and  Officier de la Légion d’Honneur (Legion of Honor) 
Awards   Officier de l’Ordre National du mérite 
   Médaille de l’Aéronautique 
   Médaille Santos Dumont (Brazil) 



 

 

Lieutenant Commander Nicolas NAPAL – Commanding Officer of La Grandière 

 
 
Lieutenant Commander Nicolas Napal was born on the fourth of April 

1978. He enlisted in the French Navy in 1998.  
 

He was firstly assigned as anti-submarine officer on the destroyer “De 

Grasse”, ship deployed during Heracles counter-terrorism operation off 

Afghanistan.  

 

In 2002, while serving on the landing ship “Ouragan”, he participated in 

Licorne French operation in Ivory Coast.  

 

In 2003 and 2004, he was assigned on the SSN “Rubis” as deputy 

weapon officer.  

 

From 2004 to 2006, he was assigned on the SSK “Sirocco” in 

Cartagena, Spain.  

 

In 2007 he attended the Naval Warfare and Weapons Systems School courses, specializing in anti 

submarine warfare, and was then assigned on the SSN “Casabianca”.  

 

In 2008, he was assigned at the French Submarine Academy in Toulon as chief of the ‘division of 

operations’. He was responsible for the initial training of officers, deck petty officers and operation 

room chiefs.  

 

In 2009, he was assigned on the SSN “Saphir” as officer in charge of subsurface warfare and had the 

opportunity to carry out a ANTI-DRUG patrol on the SSN “Améthyste” in the Caribbean sea.  

 

From 2010 to 2012, he was assigned as subsurface warfare officer on the first M51 SSBN “Le 

Terrible”, taking part in the development of the SYCOBS warfare system during it first operational 

patrols.  

 

In July 2012, he came to La Réunion as executive officer on the frigate Floreal.  

 

In July 2014, he was assigned as commanding officer on the amphibious ship “La Grandière”.  

 

Lieutenant Commander Nicolas Napal is awarded the golden medal of national defense with 

“warship” clip, the overseas medal and the French commemorative medal with “Afghanistan” clip.  

 

He is married and has a son. 

 


