
MEDIA RELEASE – AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE VISITS DIEPSLOOT 
 
Ambassador Elisabeth Barbier and Mrs Lucie Broechle, Development and Non-Governmental Cooperation Officer, 
paid a visit on August 5th to Diepsloot just north of Johannesburg. Diepsloot has a mixture of formal and informal 
settlements and is surrounded by a mixture of peri-urban agriculture and industry known as Northern Farms, as 
well as convenient to the formal suburbs of Dainfern, Fourways and Olievenhoutbosch. It is a post-apartheid 
settlement established in 1995 and over 20 years has transformed from a semi-rural expanse into a dense 
township. It is talked about as a place of fear, vigilante justice, xenophobic violence and a haven for criminals and 
undocumented foreigners. 
 
At the same time Diepsloot is increasingly a focus of development efforts by both National and Provincial 
Government, so amid the poverty, violence and chaos is a bustling community, an active economy full of hustling 
and trading, a place much loved by its inhabitants. In the midst of all of this is the Father Louis Blondel Youth 
Center.  The center was built in honour of Father Louis Blondel, a French Priest who was murdered in Diepsloot in 
2009.   
 
The Wot-if? Trust has operated the centre since its opening in 2013 and they focus on 3 Key Areas: Small Business 
Development, Youth Upliftment and Women’s Empowerment. The Ambassador and Lucie Broechle were able to 
see the work of more than 280 ladies in the Empowerment Programme, the Dr Jane Goodall Roots & Shoots 
Programme which works with the youth from 9 Diepsloot schools, and the numerous small businesses supported 
from the centre by the Trust. 
 
Last month the Wot-if? Trust launched a special Mandela Month programme called 67 Days of Digital Activism. 
“This is in keeping with our philosophy that 67 minutes is really not enough to celebrate Madiba’s life and honour 
his legacy,” says Gail Styger, Founder of the Wot-If? Trust, which incubates and accelerates small businesses and 
mentors emerging entrepreneurs in under-served areas such as Diepsloot. “Many communities are given ‘things’ 
by corporates, but they don’t have the skills or ‘software’, let alone the content or backup, to make it worthwhile. 
It needs to be activated to be valuable – and that's what we will be doing over 67 days,” says Styger. 
  
The Wot-If? Trust’s 67 Days of Digital Activism initiative seeks to facilitate and fund a digital ecosystem in 
Diepsloot. Incorporating existing technology ventures, it will also culminate in the development of a media, 
information and communication technologies precinct, as well as the production of a full-length movie, a music 
video festival and lots more – all within 67 event-filled days.  Ambassador Barbier was shown many of these 
initiatives, including a Digital Hub at the Sunrise School in Extension 5. Diepsloot is a community with a population 
of over 500 000 people, growing by some 200 every day. It is a vibrant place with many young people who are 
hungry for technology, but have little access to it. She heard how Initiatives like this will expose the people of 
Diepsloot to many digital opportunities, including Education, Early Childhood Development, Business and 
Entrepreneurial Development and much more.  
  
Styger adds that “Over the next 67 days we will be activating available resources, bringing together technology 
partners and players, raising funds to do some amazing technology projects, challenging the government about 
connectivity, showcasing the abundance of talent we have, exposing the youth to technology-based enablers, 
challenging entrepreneurs to become connected, telling good news stories and harnessing digital opportunities 
wherever we can.” 
  
The 67 Days of Digital Activism campaign will culminate in a celebration of digital connectedness and 
collaboration at the Social Good Summit, to be held in Diepsloot on 28 September 2015. Globally, this summit will 
explore how technology is being used for social good around the world.  
  
Corporates and members of the French Community are urged to pitch in and get involved in the 67 Days of Digital 
Activism – going beyond a single day’s social activism to contribute meaningful and sustainable change through 



the life-altering vehicle of technology. Other CSI and BEE opportunities are also available to French owned 
Corporations. Visit www.wot-if.co.za for more details, or contact Gail Styger on 083 625 3929.  

http://www.wot-if.co.za/

