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Mr TONY REELER, Principal of Pretoria Boys' High School, 

Mrs Hedwig Coetzee, Mrs Helena Fratini, French Teachers at Pretoria Boys' High School, 

Colleagues from the French Embassy and the French Institute of South Africa, 

 

Bonjour! 

Dear learners, old and young, all gentlemen of Pretoria Boys' High School, thank you for this 

warm welcome at the largest boys' school in South Africa. Just like you, we, as the French 

Embassy in South Africa and as partners in the field of cooperation, are at all times preparing 

to take up the challenges of the future. This is why it is always a pleasure for me to address 

the country’s next generation.  

 

I understand today is a special day at Pretoria Boys’ High and I am pleased to be part of such 

an important day, to witness this spirit of community. As I am here with you to honour one 

of your former Grade 12 comrades, please allow me to acknowledge the hard work of all 

those who have taken part in this collective effort to “educate in the widest sense of the 

word” the citizens of tomorrow. 

 

 



 

As this school “shapes gentlemen”, it is important to honour those of you who excel in their 

discipline, above all, at national level. Today, it is therefore my pleasure to reward for his 

dedication, hard work and outstanding results obtained in Matric in the French Discipline, a 

true representative of the ethos of this establishment. Please give a round a applause for Mr 

Johannes COETZEE. 

I will not hijack your “50 year-on reunion” and spend time explaining why learning French is 

really “cool” and opening to a world of possibilities when you embark on your post-matric 

life! This is a special message for the grade 9 students: choose French! 

Merci.  

 

 


